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CALENDAR @ A GLANCE 
Fri., Feb. 26  Principal’s Coffee; 9:15 am; Cafetorium 
Fri., Feb. 26  School Spirit Day; Winter Olympic Theme; School Store Open 
Sat., Feb. 27  PTA Event -- Harlem Globetrotters at Harbor Yard; 2 and 7 pm  
Fri., March 5  Town Meeting (originally Feb. 26); Grade 3 hosts 
Wed., March 10  Easton Board of Finance/Board of Ed Meeting; 7 pm; location TBD 
Fri., March 12                   PTA meeting, 9:30 am, Easton Library Community Room 
Sat., March 13  ELF’s 5th Anniversary Celebration 
Mon., March 22                Public Hearing on Budget, SSES 
Sat., March 27  Annual SSES Art Show; 10 am – noon 
Wed., April 7  Diversity Day; 4th Grade; Big Gym 

 

THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP by Kimberly Fox-Santora 

In the quiet of these winter months, we certainly seem to be communicating with you a lot about 
school delays and closings.  It is without a doubt one of the most eventful winter seasons!  
Regretfully, many well-conceived lessons and programs have been changed a number of times, 
causing us to work feverishly to maintain and sometimes restore the momentum among our students. 

In the event that your home schedules are also a bit out of order, I thought that it might be helpful to 
remind you that we are required to make up each day that we were closed.  As of today, the tentative 
last day of school is Tues., June 22nd.  I recommend that you consider recording this date in pencil as 
this date might change again if we have any other school closings. 

Although we had only one early closing due to snow, we found School Dismissal Manager to be an 
invaluable resource.   We experienced many fewer calls into the office as most parents promptly 
logged-on to www.schooldismissalmanager.com and made changes.  If you want to make a dismissal 
change, please indicate the change by typing 'change to bus' or 'change to pick-up'  as this 
provides the teacher with an added safeguard that the plans have changed since they were originally 
recorded. If an emergency closing is announced for any reason, it is imperative that parents record 
dismissal plans on School Dismissal Manager, as this provides accurate and reliable information 
during a potentially confusing time.  

On a different note, during this month’s minimum day, teachers in pre-K – 2 will be spending their 
minimum day time learning about assistive technology and Power Gradebook, a function that is part 
of our new PowerSchool student database system.  Teachers in grade 3 will be continuing their study 
of Readers’ Workshop Model with Reading Consultant (and former interim asst. principal), Mary 
Skowronski, and Carmen Brown, while teachers in grades 4 & 5 will be learning about the 
administration of the Connecticut Mastery Test and Power Gradebook.  These rich professional 
development opportunities will have meaningful effects to their work in the classroom. 

Lastly, I would like to reschedule my Principal’s Coffee for Friday, February 26th at 9:15.  My regularly 
scheduled coffee this month was cancelled due to snow, and I very much want to discuss the 
proposed 2010-2011 budget with the parents.  I look forward to seeing you. 

 

       
 

The Staples Scoop 
 

 



 
This Friday is School Spirit Day – School Store is Open 
The 3rd grade team has chosen to celebrate the Winter Olympics.  Students are 
encouraged to wear or bring an item that represents their favorite winter Olympic 

sport, such as a hockey jersey, ski goggles, ice skates, etc.  (Please no items that can not be easily and 
safely transported on the school bus.)   

 
THE PTA SCOOP  

 
Congratulations to Our 2009-2010 Reflections Winners  
Over 50 Samuel Staples and Helen Keller students participated in the PTA’s nationwide Reflections Program. This 
year’s theme was “Beauty is...” and the winners will now be entered in the statewide competition.  Congratulations to 
SSES’s winners in the following categories: 
 Visual Arts: Amber Borofsky , Grace Smith and Juliet Meskers 
 Photography: Ben Carter, Jenna Barcello and Sophie Eng 
 Literature:  Stephanie Ballas, Rita Gordon and Megan O’Connor 
 Dance: Gianna Forte 
 Film:  Thomas Carter   

Thank you to all who entered, and to our judges Bernadette Baldino and Elizabeth Katz.  The Reflections recognition 
party for all participants will be held Thursday, March 25th in the Easton Library.  
 
Enjoy the Spring Book Fair!  March 22 – 27 in the Cafetorium Entryway 
We are excited to offer the opportunity to shop for new books that reach your child's new level of reading during our 
Spring Book Fair.  We will feature new, 2010 award-winning books, books related to Diversity Day and 
Spring/Easter story-books.  This Fair, like the Fall Fair, will greatly benefit the SSES Media Center, Classroom 
libraries and the PTA's beneficial activities.  Look for more details to come soon. 
 
Please consider volunteering a few hours - it's a fun, interesting way to spend volunteer time in the school and assist 
this worthwhile program.  Contact:  Beth Gomolak, bethbg@optonline.net or Laura T. Jones, 
stoneybell@sbcglobal.net.   
 
Thanks to the wonderful volunteers from our Fall Book Fair.  We couldn't run these activities without you:  Traci 
Maraffi,  Heidi Adair,  Sheli Mealha, Heather Sullivan, Kathleen LiCastri, Rachel Rios,  Phyllis Biros, Maura Eustace, 
Sarah O’Brien, Chris Wegener, Dona Zappulla, Kathleen Wasmer, Trisha Tourigny, Cynthia Lichtman, Dea Auray, 
Denise Sherwood, Ellen Geaney, Loralee Cusick, Camy Steinke, Jennifer Lockwood, Susan Discipio, Jill Jarvis, 
Monica Chioffi, Kim Ciccarello, Terri Lenhart, Karen Marchetti, Caryn Jack, Melissa Devellis, Stacy Varvaro, 
Stephanie Janet, Susan Harris, Lisa Sheehan, Kelly Soloway, Christine Cremin, Cathy Dunsby, Linda Laske, Lynn 
Bruce, Jeanine Jones, Steve Lutinski, Lynn Kocis, Britt Bast, Bernadette Brady, Christine Calvert, Jenn Broadbin, 
Melinda O'Brien, Paige Guidotti, Sharon Stemme. 
 
Seeking Diversity Day Volunteers  
SSES’ 4th annual Diversity Day, a 4th grade program which promotes understanding and acceptance of differences, 
will be Wed., April 7th.  Volunteers are needed in many areas, and you don’t need to be a 4th grade parent.   Please 
see:  http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/diversity_day_2010.pdf for more information.   

 
Design Your Own Notecards 
Design your own note cards, party invitations, thank you cards, holiday greetings, birthday cards, and 
more!  Deadline is this Friday, Feb. 26th.  Need an form? Visit:  
http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/notecard_2010.pdf   Questions to Jill Jarvis at 203.372.2878  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stoneybell@sbcglobal.net
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Please Save these Dates 
 
Teacher Appreciation Organization Mtg. is March 19th                                               
There will be a Teacher Appreciation Week meeting on Friday, March 19th at 2:45 pm in the Cafetorium.  One 
representative per classroom (pre-K – Grade 5) must attend but anyone interested in volunteering is more than 
welcome.  Questions to Jodi Forte or Sharon Stemme.  
 
PTA’s Adult Spring Social is May 22nd  
Saturday evening, May 22nd at the Fairfield Museum for appetizers, drinks, auction items and an opportunity 
to browse the museum’s galleries after-hours!  Have a silent auction item to donate, or want to be on the 
committee?  Contact Leslie Kelly at lkcurran@aol.com 
 

Diversity Day is Wednesday, April 7th 

News to know!! 

Kick-off week begins February 22…be sure to ask your student/s about… 

*”Have You Filled Your Bucket Today,” by Carol McCloud. During media classes this week Mrs. Duffy will read 
this award-winning book to kindergarten ς ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ wǳƭŜΣ άIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳ CƛƭƭŜŘ ¸ƻǳǊ 
.ǳŎƪŜǘ ¢ƻŘŀȅέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ sad. This metaphor helps students understand that we are all the same, in that we all 
want some kindness in our lives. Fourth and fifth grade teachers will discuss the book with their students in their 
classrooms. 

*Author-Share Assembly for 4th and 5th grade students. Begins with a showing of the 2009 Diversity Day photo 
show. Deanie Humphrys-5ǳƴƴŜΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦΣ ά¢ŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ {ǿŜŜǘōǊƛŜǊΣέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΦ IŜǊ ōƻƻƪ 
tells the true story of herself as little girl who dreamed of becoming a champion horseback rider. Deanie grew 
up on Sweetbriar Farm (now Lion Hill) where her father taught her how to ride horses. How does this connect to 
Diversity Day? Deanie was born with a handicap and through hard work and perseverance (one of our Character 
AtǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎύΣ 5ŜŀƴƛŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻƻΗ ά¢ŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ {ǿŜŜǘōǊƛŜǊέ ƛǎ 
a book for young readers about getting over obstacles in life and in the horse ring! 

“Tails of Sweetbrier” is available through barnes&noble.com and amazon.com 

*Community Project. Based on the book, “Have You Filled Your Bucket Today,” All SSES students draw a 

heart or star, cut it out, and write on it (with marker, glitter, crayons etc) a kindness done to them or how 

they can be kind to someone else. Students return their hearts and stars to their teacher by March 1st. 

Hearts and stars will then fill the buckets on the café windows to show that SSES honors the “Golden 

Rule.” 

*2009 Diversity Day photo show viewing for all students.  

Any questions on the above programs donõt hesitate to contact Susan DiScipio, Diversity Day Chair, 

at susandiscipio@epals.com 



“Think Gift Cards (for the) 1st” 
Easton SEPTA submits gift card orders every first of the month. Place your order online and within 
a few days you will have your cards.  So…make your gift shopping easier, while saving time and 
energy and supporting Easton special education!  There are hundreds of retailer gift cards 

available in multiple denominations: 
1. Go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com. All you need to provide is your email address and SEPTA’s 

account number, which is E2L4B2AB22968. Make your choices and add them to your shopping cart. 
2. Either make a payment using PrestoPay, or write a check made out to “Easton SEPTA” and send it to 

Easton SEPTA c/o the SSES office. 

Need a last minute gift? We keep some gift cards in stock!  Please contact EastonSEPTA@hotmail.com or call 
Mary at 203.372.2103. 

 
THE ELF SCOOP 

For complete details on the events below, please visit: http://www.eastonlearningfoundation.org/ 
 
Everyone is Invited to ELF’s 5th Anniversary Celebration… 
Join ELF on Saturday, March 13th to help celebrate its 5th anniversary at Aspetuck Valley Country Club in Weston. 
Tickets, which are available through the website, are $60 per person and include hors d’oeuvres, dessert, and your 
first two drinks.  The evening’s proceeds will benefit ELF’s STEM initiatives.    
 
…and Check Out the Great Auction Items!  
You can view and bid on the fun silent auction items – including a new baby grand piano and Principal of SSES for a 
Day -- on ELF’s website up until March 12th.   
 
Worker Bees Needed  
The 2nd Annual ELF Trivia Bee is Thurs., May 20th.  Want to “bee helpful”?  Please visit the website for information 
on volunteering for the Bee.  
 

THE TOWN SCOOP 
 
Register Online for Easton Little League Spring Season  
Visit http://eastonlittleleague.com  for spring season registration.  Easton boys and girls 
born May 1st, 1997 - Apr 30th, 2005 are eligible.  New this year: a free drop-in clinic for 
beginners (ages 4 – 7) on Sundays March 7 and 14 from 1 – 2 pm in the SSES Small 
Gym.  Questions to Patrick Fitzsimonds at patrick.fitzsimonds@ubs.com 
 
 

Minds in Motion Comes to Newtown 
The CT Association for the Gifted (CAG) is offering 'Minds In Motion' activities on Saturday, March 13th in Newtown.  
For complete information and registration visit:  
http://www.ctgifted.org/downloads/2010MIMNewtownFillableBrochure.pdf 

 
 
ECC Events: 

o Parents’ Night Out: Friday, March 5th, Ages 4 – 12; 6:30-10:30 pm; Members $15/ Non-Members $20. 
Please call 203.459.9700 to reserve. 

o Summer Camp Information is at:  http://www.eastoncc.org/docs/Summer_Camps.htm   The ECC will host a 
Summer Camp Open House on Sat., March 6th; 11 am – 2 pm.  
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Easton Boy Scout Annual Gourmet Breakfast is Sat., March 13  
Easton Boy Scout Troop 66 will host their 4th Annual Gourmet Breakfast on Saturday, March 13, from 7:30 am to 
12:00 noon at the Easton Community Center.   This event is the single largest fundraiser for the Easton Boy Scouts.  
The gourmet breakfast features local culinary chefs cooking made-to-order omelets, Belgian waffles, crepes and 
Danish Ebleskivers as well at traditional pancakes, bacon, sausage and beverages.   

Tickets may be purchased in advance from a Boy Scout for $ 10.00/Adult or at the door $12.00/Adult, $8.00/Senior 
(65 and over) and $8.00/Child (10 and under).  Donations are welcome as well.  For more information contact 
203.452.9190.  

 
Easton Arts Council’s Annual Youth Art & Talent Show 
School-age artists in Easton and Redding are invited to participate in the Annual Youth Art Show, March 14th at the 
Easton Library Community Room.  Artwork must be framed, wired and ready to hang -- sculpture is also accepted.  
This year, we will be holding an ART WORKSHOP on March 6th. All attending will be able to paint a picture and 
then learn how to frame it (all materials provided) for the youth art exhibit.  Contact Kathy Davidson with questions at 
203-261-7351; email: katdavidson@optonline.net.  Complete details on submissions and auditions are available 

through EAC’s website:  http://www.eastonartscouncil.org/upcomingevents.htm 
 
 

  
The Scoop Scoop 

 
The Scoop is published every other Wednesday (for the most part) during the school year and distributed 
by email Listserv.  To add or change your email information go to www.er9.org/sses/ and click on “Join Our 
Listserv”.  The Scoop and the SSES Office do not update the Listserv.  
 
Next issue: Wednesday, March 10th.  Please submit any information – in MS Word format -- by the 
Saturday evening preceding publication.    Questions and submissions to Cathy Dunsby at 
ssesscoop@yahoo.com 

 

Important Websites 

www.samuelstaplesps.org 

www.eastonpta.com 

www.er9.org 
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