
    

 Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2008                                        Produced by the Easton  

Wednesday, April 1, 2009                                                                          Produced by the PTA    

CALENDAR @ A GLANCE  
 
Tues., April 2  Diversity Day; 4th grade  
Fri., April 10 -  NO SCHOOL – Enjoy Your Spring Break!  
   Friday, April 17 
Tues., April 21  Easton Board of Ed Meeting 
Thurs., April 23  EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm 
Thurs., April 23  Parent University; 7-9 pm; SSES Cafetorium 
Thurs., April 23  PTA Night at Uno’s Chicago Grill 
Mon., April 27  Annual Easton Town Meeting; 8 pm; SSES Cafetorium  
Fri., May 1   HKMS 8th Grade Spaghetti Dinner 
Tues., May 5  Easton Budget Referendum; 6 am – 8 pm; SSES Gym 
Tues., May 5  PTA Ice Cream Social; 5 pm 
Thurs., May 14  ELF Trivia Bee 
Tues., May 19  EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm 
Tues., June 2  Kindergarten Orientation for 2009-2010; 9:30 am  

Thurs., June 18  Tentative last day of school   

  

SCOOP 
 

New PTA List Serv 
The PTA has changed its listserv company to the same one used by SSES and HKMS.  Everyone who 
was on the old PTA listserv has been transferred over to the new listserv automatically. 

o If you have already been receiving the PTA emails, you do not need to do anything—you will 
continue to receive PTA emails. 

o If you are not on the PTA email list and you would like to start receiving PTA emails, sign up at 
http://mailer.offsitenow.net/lists/. (Select Easton PTA.) 

o If you have been receiving the PTA emails, and no longer want to receive them, go to 
http://mailer.offsitenow.net/lists/ and select Unsubscribe from our Newsletters (under 
Easton PTA). 

o Please note that the Scoop is produced by the PTA but is distributed over the SSES listserv. 

If you have any questions on the PTA listserv, please email Margot Abrams at margot184@optonline.net. 

Save the Date -- Parent U. is April 23rd  
The next Parent University will be Thursday, April 23rd from 7-9 pm at the SSES Cafetorium featuring:  

o "Starting To Talk To Your Kids About Drugs in the Elementary Years" presented by Elizabeth 
Driscoll  

o "Starting To Talk To Your Kids About Sex in the Elementary Years" presented by Dr. Louisa Milevoj  
o ―How To Keep Your Kids Safe With Today’s Technology‖ presented by Officer Mark Pastor  

 
Registration information to follow.  Questions to Deb Simons :  445-8562 or debsimons@earthlink.net 

 

  The Staples Skoop  
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Family Fun Night Ice Cream Social -- Parent Volunteers Needed   
The SSES Ice Cream Social will be Tues. May 5th from 5 - 7pm   Bring your picnic chairs and blankets and join 
us on the lawn by the gym.   Let the kids dance to the DJ and play on the playground!   We need Moms and 
Dads to help serve pizza, ice cream and drinks for a short time so that we can get everyone served 
quickly and easily.  (Voting will be taking place that day.)  Kindly call Stephanie Loo at 372-5333 or 
sfrangenes@yahoo.com    

Superscribes & Scribbles Seeks Artists                                                                                                           
The PTA is once again producing Superscribes & Scribblers – its 25th issue!  We need student artwork to adorn 
the front and back covers, as well as one piece per grade (eight masterpieces total).   Details are at  
http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/superscribes.pdf    Deadline is Mon., April 27th.   Questions to Kirstin Navin:  
255.0559 or knavin63@gmail.com. 

The PTA Needs You                                                                                                                                             
The Easton PTA will have several openings for executive committee positions for the upcoming school year, 
including co-presidents at SSES and HKMS, Recording Secretary, Membership, Treasurer and Assistant 
Treasurer.  If you are interested in an executive committee position, please contact mkoubeck@optonline.net.   If 
you are interested in a committee chair position, please contact Christine Cremin or Claire-Anne Meskers.   

Thank you to Michele Koubeck, chairwoman, and her PTA nominating committee of Joni Ballas and Tina 
Salzberg,  for their hard work.  
 
Earth Day Survey: Please Participate 

The SSES Green Task Force is preparing some fun activities for Earth Day on April 22nd!  In the weeks leading 
up to the day, we’re hoping to build your child(ren)’s excitement by asking every family to complete a short 
survey about saving energy and reducing/reusing/recycling at home.  Keep an eye out for the survey, and please 
complete it with your kid(s)!  (By the way: Classes with the highest participation could win a pizza or dessert 
party!  One winning class per grade.) 
 
Box Tops for Education Marketplace 
If you shop online, SSES can earn cash.  Simply start at the Box Tops for Education (btfe.com) home page and 
click on "Marketplace" tab.  Our school automatically earns cash up to 8% of your total purchase.   And keep 
submitting Box Tops, making sure to include your teacher's name on the bag. 
 
Can You Bee on Our Team? 
The PTA is forming a three-person team to compete in the ELF Trivia Bee on Thurs., May 14th. If you’re 
interested in participating, contact Margot Abrams at margot184@optonline.net. 
 

HKMS SCOOP 
 
We Appreciate HKMS Teachers, Too 
For information on helping with HKMS’ Teacher Appreciation Week, please contact Laura Jones at 268.6114.  

Drama Production is this Weekend                                                                                                                                             
The HKMS Drama Program presents ―Stuck in the Middle‖, a play about surviving middle school, this Friday, 
April 3rd & Saturday, April 4th at 7 pm in the Joel Barlow High School Auditorium.   Tickets ($7 or $10) are 
available at the door.  For more information, contact:  Annie Scrivani at ascrivani@eastonps.org, Karen 
Schweikert at kschweikert@eastonps.org or Sarah Broas at sbroas@eastonps.org. 

HKMS’ Summer Reading Book Fair is April 28th – May 4th  
This year’s HKMS book fair will be stocked with affordable books for even the tightest of budgets. Our  fair will 
offer books from the Summer Reading List  for all student's entering Keller's 6th grade   In addition, we'll 
also have juvenile and adult bestsellers, cookbooks for novice chefs, and special interest books for the sports 
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and history buffs in your family.  Take a look at our SPECIAL SALE table for the very best selections reduced 
just for Easton families.    

Book Fair hours are Tuesday, April 28 through Monday, May 4th from 8:30 PM until 3:00 PM with extended 
hours on Tuesday, April 28th from 8:30 AM- 5:00 PM and Friday, May 1st from 6 -9 PM (during the Spaghetti 
Dinner). For more information contact Carol Weinshel, Director of Learning Resources & Technology, 
CWeinshel@eastonps.org. 

 

Easton Learning Foundation (ELF) News 

o The Trivia Bee is coming!  Everyone is invited to the ―Trivia Bee Brown Bag‖ -- ask questions about the 
BEE, see a DVD clip of a ―BEE‖ in action, learn how to get a team together or offer to help with the BEE 
(we love worker bees!)  Details and dates at:  http://eastonlearningfoundation.org/beemeeting.html 

o Good with number$?  ELF is looking for a Treasurer!   The time commitment is only about four hours a 
month.   And it’s a great way to help our schools from home and perhaps rejuvenate some skills before 
reentering the workplace!  To learn more (no obligation!), please call Bernadette Waterman at 445-
1337 or Ann Leibell.       

ELF Collecting Sports Equipment                                                                                                                    
Time to pack up those skis and skates?  Lots of winter equipment will be 
too small for next year.   ELF will help you clean out your garage!  PLEASE 
donate your gently used winter sports gear to Easton Learning 
Foundation for our annual Sports Sale to be held in September 2009.  
We will happily pick up your gently used items and give you a receipt for 
your 2009 tax deduction.    Contact Barbie Powell at bgpowell@optonline.net.  Collection for the Sport Sale is 
ongoing, so gather your gear, and donate today! 

The Scoop Scoop                                                                             
ssesscoop@yahoo.com 

To subscribe, unsubscribe, or to change your email, go to http://www.er9.org/sses, 
and click on “Join Our Listserv”.    The Scoop does not handle additions or deletions from 
to the Listserv. 
 
Questions, please contact Cathy Dunsby at above email or 292.3692. 
Next issue:  April 22nd /Deadline:  April 20th 

Important Websites 

www.samuelstaplesps.org 

www.eastonpta.com 

www.er9.org 
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How the Easton Budget Process Works 

• Easton is governed by Town Meetings and Town Votes.  There is NO Town charter or other government 
body that determines if SCHOOL & TOWN BUDGETS pass or fail.   

• Because we are not governed by charter –  each year, a town budget referendum is held – it usually takes 
place the 1st Tuesday in May.  If that referendum (or vote) fails, then the town will continue to hold as 
many referenda as it takes to get the budget passed.  In recent years – budgets have either passed/failed 
by as few as 8 or 19 votes – so each vote counts! 

• Easton also shares a high school with our neighboring town, Redding. Joel Barlow High School (JBHS) is 
part of the Region 9 school district. The Region 9 School District Budget is decided by a second 
referendum question, and passes by a majority of the combined vote in Easton and Redding. 

How does the Total Town budget break down? 

The total Easton budget has several components: 

• The budget for the town pays for Town Hall services, and other departments such as Public Works, 
Police, Senior Center, Parks and Rec., Fire Fighters, EMS and Library.  It also covers any new equipment, 
vehicles, or office supplies, etc. 

• The Easton school budget funds both the Helen Keller Middle School and Samuel Staples Elementary 
School.  This funding is included in the referendum question on the town budget. 

• The Region 9 School Budget (for JBHS) is decided by a separate referendum question. 
• All of the school budgets include teachers’ salaries (which are negotiated every 3 years with their     

union), school administrators’ salaries, school supplies, special education requirement’s mandated by 
the state, building costs and maintenance, buses, health insurance, etc. 

Important Dates for BUDGET Meetings   

Please consider attending to voice your concerns regarding education.  For more information, please contact Melanie 
St. Raymond @ melaniestraymond@yahoo.com. 

• April 27th 8PM SSES: Annual Town Meeting.  All budgets, Education and Town are presented.  Parent 
attendance is important as a motion can be made from the floor to reduce the Education budget. 

• May 5th 6AM- 8PM SSES: Referendum on the Town Budget.  GETTING out to VOTE is CRITICAL.  As stated 
above – budgets have passed/failed by 8 or 19 votes! 

If you know of a parent who does not have children in the school system yet, and would find this information 
valuable, please forward this information to them. 
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    THE TOWN SCOOP  

Easton Green and Clean Day is Sat., April 25th                                                                                                 
Go Green to Keep Easton Clean!  Collect Easton road side litter only (no toxic waste) and drop off the clear 
trash bags at Public Works Town Garage , 15 Westport Road on Sat., April 25th, 9 am - 4 pm only.    Free clear 
trash bags will be available April 1 - 25, at SSES, the ECC, Easton Library, Public Works Town Garage, EVS, 
and Greiser’s.   Sponsored by the Easton Garden Club.  Any questions contact Cheryl Frier at 459-8338. 

JBHS Indoor Track Team to Sponsor 5K and 1K Runs                                                                                    
The JBHS Indoor Track Team is hosting a 5K Spring Cross Country Run and a 1K Kids’ Fun Run on Sunday, 
April 26th at Joel Barlow.  Details and registration is at: http://www.joelbarlowps.org/athletics/flyer_R.pdf 

Garden Mart is Sat., May 9th  
The Easton Garden Club presents their 70th anniversary Garden Mart on Sat., May 9th from 9 am – 12:30 pm 
on the Easton Firehouse Green.   Come shop for annuals, perennials, baked goods and produce from Local 
Farmers.   Featuring the introduction of Easton’s first Farm Map!   Rain or shine. 

Kids Against Cancer to Hold Annual Mother’s Day Bake Sale                                                                       
The Riccio family will host the 6th annual Kids Against Cancer Bake Sale, on Mother’s Day, May 10th, rain or 
shine, from 9 am - 5 pm on the corner of Judd and Maple Roads.   Proceeds benefit The Skin Cancer 
Foundation and The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network.  Come early for the best selection of premium baked 
goods generously donated by area residents, bakeries and supermarkets as well as Mother’s Day plants, flowers 
and herb baskets.  Any middle school students interested in helping out at the bake sale, either by baking, 
making signs, or working a shift, may call Cindy Riccio at 268-5322.   Community service credit hours are 
available.  We hope to see you all there!  

EASTON LIBRARY SCOOP 
 
Spring Programs Registration Is Ongoing    
Registration for Spring programs for babies through teens has begun.  Call or stop by the library for details, or 
visit http://eastonlibrary.org/children/ 

Murder 203 - Connecticut's Mystery Festival 
April 18th & 19th --  An exciting new two day event at the Easton and Westport libraries for mystery fans and 
writers.  Panel discussions, book signings, writing tips from the professionals, and a unique opportunity to mingle 
with fellow crime fiction enthusiasts.   For more details:  http://www.eastonlibrary.org/home/files/murder203.pdf 

The Tanglewood Marionettes Return to Easton for Family Fun Night – Reservations still available!                                                 
Friends of the Easton Library will host their annual Family Fun Night on Fri.,, April 24th  at  in the Library’s 
Community Room.   The Tanglewood Marionettes, from Ware, Mass, will perform ―Dragon King‖ using life size 
puppets.  Pizza and salad dinner will be provided at 6 pm followed by the 50-minute performance at 6:45 pm.  
Each family is asked to bring a dessert to share at the end of the show.  Families must be Friends members to 
attend.   Admittance to show is on a first come first served basis.  To reserve a spot, please call the Library’s 
Front Desk at 261-0134.  
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