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“ The Staples Scoop

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 Produced by the PTA

CALENDAR @ A GLANCE
Wed., April 22 Bulb & Cookie Dough Pick-up; after school; Cafetorium
Thurs., April 23 EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm
Thurs., April 23 Parent University; 7-9 pm; SSES Cafetorium
Thurs., April 23 PTA Night at Uno’s Chicago Grill (coupons online at www.eastonpta.com)
Fri., April 24 PTA Meeting; 9:15 am; Easton Library Comm. Room; all welcome
Fri., April 24 School Spirit Day; School Store Open — Destination T-Shirt Day!
Mon., April 27 Annual Easton Town Meeting; 8 pm; SSES Cafetorium
Fri., May 1 HKMS 8" Grade Spaghetti Dinner
Week of May 4 Teacher Appreciation Week @ SSES and HKMS; “Our Teachers Are Groovy!”
Tues., May 5 Easton Budget Referendum; 6 am — 8 pm; SSES Gym
Tues., May 5 PTA Ice Cream Social; 5 — 7 pm
Fri., May 8 Teacher Appreciation Week School Spirit Day; Dress groovy!
Thurs., May 14 ELF Trivia Bee
Tues., May 19 EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm
Tues., May 19 — Nature’s Classroom; 5™ grade
Fri., May 22
Fri., May 22 PTA Spring Social
Mon., May 25 NO SCHOOL — Memorial Day

THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP by Kimberly Fox-Santorn

| do hope that all of the Samuel Staples’ families had a relaxing and fulfilling spring break. In examining the
faces of our students and staff, it looks as though most of us have been reinvigorated and are ready to mov
forward with a renewed sense of focus.

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize several dedicated and hard-working parents for supporting
some recent and exciting school events. On Saturday, March 28" we held the annual SSES Art Show. Wit
many pieces of artwork to hang and arrange, the three art teachers, Mr. Bates, Ms. Keleher, and Mrs.
Traggianese, along with a large team of parent volunteers, dedicated a full day to transforming the school i
gallery. Always a school favorite, this year’s art show was another spectacular success, and | wish to exte
sincere appreciation to the art teachers and parents who volunteered their time for our children.

On Thursday, April 2", we celebrated Diversity Day 2009, and the response from students, parents, and stz
was overwhelmingly positive. We had several new learning station chairs and so many parent volunteers,
of whom were returning Diversity Day volunteers. | wish to thank each of them for appreciating our vision a
supporting the importance of discussing themes surrounding diversity by volunteering and lending us their
valuable time to make this event a memorable one for our students. Mrs. Susan DiScipio deserves special
recognition for her leadership, focus, great sense of order, and an ambitious drive to make this day perfect f
the students. In its third year, Mrs. DiScipio has carefully planned Diversity Day so that each student receiv
broad exposure of many ways to look at diversity.

Finally, | wish to thank members of the PTA for supporting these and other school programs. Their genero

financial contributions have allowed us to secure the resources needed to make these events possible. The
continually find ways to support enrichment programs, such as Shadow Puppet Theatre on May 7th, so that
students can be introduced to interesting art forms like shadow puppetry. For the countless hours our PTA

dedicates to supporting our school’s mission, | thank you very much.




PARKING An increasing number of vehicles have been double parked or parked in places where parking spots do
not exist, which compromises safety. Please park in legal, designated parking spots. Thank you.
Al

Friday’s School Spirit Theme (chosen by the Kindergarten teachers) is “Destination T-Shirt Day”. Wear
a t-shirt showing somewhere you have been or would like to go!

Negmes
EASTON PTA SCOOP

The Bulbs are Here — And the Cookie Dough, Too Please
pick-them up after school today -- Wed., April 22 — in the Cafetorium.

Parent U. is This Thursday Evening

The next Parent University will be this Thursday, April 23rd from 6:45 -9 pm at the SSES Cafetorium featuring:
o "How to Start Talking To Your Kids About Drugs in the Elementary Years" presented by Elizabeth Driscoll
o "How to Start Talking To Your Kids About Sex in the Elementary Years" presented by Louisa Milevoj, MD
o “How To Keep Your Kids Safe With Today’s Technology” presented by Officer Mark Pastor

Registration is free and information is online at http://eastonpta.com/pdf/parent university.pdf Questions to Deb
Simons: 445-8562 or debsimons@earthlink.net

Save the Date — PTA Spring Social is Friday, May 22"

Mark your calendars for Friday, May 22nd for our annual PTA Spring Social under the starts at Gray’s Farm! This is
an adult-only event featuring Fairfield County's own Tangled Vine performing. Details to follow. Any questions or
want to help? Contact Rich Cremin at 371-1125.

It’s Time to Turn ‘Em In %

Please turn in all your Box Tops for Educatlon Campbell's Labels for Education and Tyson A+ Program by May
1%'. Some reminders: Please put your teacher's name on the bag (since the top class wins a party!) Do not cut the
expiration date otherwise they're invalid. We also do not receive credit for expired Box Tops.

Be A Part of the Easton SEPTA (Special Ed PTA)

Under the auspices of the Easton PTA, a group of parents have formed a SEPTA. It is open to anyone who has a
child with an IEP /504 plan or who loves a child with special needs. Please contact Stacy Varvaro at
pvsav@optonline.net or Allegra Herman legs@optonline.net.

This Thursday is PTA Night @ Uno’s Chicago Grill
Coupons at: http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/uno chicago grill april 23 2009.pdf



mailto:pvsav@optonline.net
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'J & ’
Family Fun Night at SSES
¢ Cream Socta

Tuesday, May 5" from 5 —7 pm at Samuel Staples School

Please join us for Pizza, Ice Cream, Hot Dogs, Drinks & Snacks!
Dancing to a DJ!
Bring your picnic chairs & blankets! Rain or shine!

(Ice Cream and DJ sponsored by Easton PTA. Pizza, hot dogs, drinks & snacks available for purchase.)

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS tp $elve pizzaice creamand drinks for a short time
so that we can get everyone served quickly and easily.
Kindly call Stephanie Loo at 372-5333 or sfrangenes@yahoo.com

Please park in the Morehouse Fields parking lots® {OK22f LI NJAY3a aLl OSa
are only for voters, not for those remaining at school for the festivities.

Parents are asked to remain on premises at all times and supervise their children,

especially keeping them away from the voting areas.

Thank You for Your Support!

Pizza Pre-Order/Pre-Paid/ $10 per pie/ cash or check made payable to Easton PTA

Family Name # of pies

NOTE: Pies & slices will be available on first come/first serve basis. If not pre-ordered & pre-paid, no
guarantees.  Submit bottom portion of form & payment to SSES front office by May4™> f | 6 St SRY

I NBFY {20AL ¢ ¢


http://us.mc344.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sfrangenes@yahoo.com

Superscribes & Scribbles Seeks Artists — Deadline is Monday

The PTA is once again producing Superscribes & Scribblers ¢ its 25th issue! We need student artwork to adorn the
front and back covers, as well as one piece per grade (eight masterpieces total). Details are at
http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/superscribes.pdf Deadline is Mon., April 27", Questions to Kirstin Navin:
255.0559 or knavin63@gmail.com.

Thanks....

o Heidi Armster, Wendy Levine, Lisa Efinger and Laura Jones for helping to sort Jump Rope for Heart prizes.

o The Diversity Day Committee thanks the PTA for funding Diversity Day and the PTA, Easton Learning Foundatiol
(ELF) and the Board of Education for their support of the program. Also, to all SSES students, parents, staff,
teachers, administration and volunteers - thank you for supporting our bracelet, note card and print fund-raisers
and for your slogans, art work, chain-links, enthusiasm and for remembering that, "Everyone is a different fish in
the sea of diversity."

The PTA Needs You The
Easton PTA still has several openings for executive committee positions for the upcoming school year. If you are
interested in an executive committee position, please contact mkoubeck@optonline.net. If you are interested in a
committee chair position, please contact Christine Cremin or Claire-Anne Meskers.

We Appreciate HKMS Teachers, Too
For information on helping with HKMS’ Teacher Appreciation Week, please contact Laura Jones at 268.6114.

HKMS’ Summer Reading Book Fair is April 28" — May 4"

This year's HKMS book fair will be stocked with affordable books for even the tightest of budgets. Our fair will offer
books from the Summer Reading List for all student's entering Keller's 6th grade In addition, we'll also have
juvenile and adult bestsellers, cookbooks for novice chefs, and special interest books for the sports and history buffs
in your family. Take a look at our SPECIAL SALE table for the very best selections reduced just for Easton
families. Book Fair hours are Tuesday, April 28 through Monday, May 4th from 8:30 PM until 3:00 PM with extended
hours on Tuesday, April 28th from 8:30 AM- 5:00 PM and Friday, May 1st from 6 -9 PM (during the Spaghetti
Dinner). For more information contact Carol Weinshel, Director of Learning Resources & Technology,
CWeinshel@eastonps.org.

Easton Learning Foundation (ELF) News

o Think S.T.A.R.S. (School Teachers Are Really Special) for Teacher Appreciation Week. Order online
at:_http://www.eastonlearningfoundation.org/stars.html

o The Trivia Bee is Thursday evening, May 14th! Everyone is invited to the “Trivia Bee Brown Bag” -- ask
questions about the BEE, see a DVD clip of a “BEE” in action, learn how to get a team together or offer
to help with the BEE (we love worker bees!) Details and dates at:
http://eastonlearningfoundation.org/beemeeting.html

o ELF is looking for board members. To learn more (no obligation!), please call Bernadette Waterman at
445-1337.

ELF Collecting Sports Equipment

ELF will help you clean out your garage! PLEASE donate your gently used winter sports gear
to Easton Learning Foundation for our annual Sports Sale to be held in September 2009. We
will happily pick up your gently used items and give you a receipt for your 2009 tax deduction.
Contact Barbie Powell at bgpowell@optonline.net. Collection for the Sport Sale is ongoing, so gather your
gear, and donate today!
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THE EARTH DAY SCOOP

Easton Green and Clean Day is this Sat., April 25th .
Collect Easton road side litter only (no toxic waste) and drop off  garth Da )
the clear trash bags at Public Works Town Garage , 15 Westport Every Day b
Road this Saturday from 9 am - 4 pm only. Free clear trash

bags are available at SSES, the ECC, Easton Library, Public Works Town Garage, EVS, and Greiser’s.
Sponsored by the Easton Garden Club. Any questions contact Cheryl Frier at 459-8338.

BESS 1 Free Electronics Recycling on Sat., May 9™

Keep your old electronics out of the waste stream. On Saturday, May 9" from 9 am -1 nm

Easton residents can bring their broken, unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to F Important Websites
Warde High School at 755 Melville Avenue. Items accepted include answering mach

camcorders, CD players, fax machines, hard drives, cell phones, modems, microwa’ www.samuelstaplesps.org
pagers, PCs, printers, remote controls, stereos, TVs and VCRs.

www.eastonpta.com

THE TOWN SCOOP www.er9.org

JBHS Indoor Track Team to Sponsor 5K and 1K Runs this Sunday

The JBHS Indoor Track Team is hosting a 5K Spring Cross Country Run and a 1K Kids’ Fun Run
on Sunday, April 26th at Joel Barlow. Details and registration is at:
http://www.joelbarlowps.org/athletics/flyer R.pdf

A VA Y Y Garden Mart is Sat., May 9th

The Easton Garden Club presents their 70th anniversary Garden Mart on Sat., May 9th from 9 am
— 12:30 pm on the Easton Firehouse Green. Come shop for annuals, perennials, baked goods
and produce from Local Farmers. Featuring the introduction of Easton’s first Farm Map! Rain or
shine.

Kids Against Cancer to Hold Annual Mother’s Day Bake Sale

The Riccio family will host the 6" annual Kids Against Cancer Bake Sale, on Mother’s Day, May 10"
rain or shine, from 9 am - 5 pm on the corner of Judd and Maple Roads. Proceeds benefit The Skin
Cancer Foundation and The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. Come early for the best selection of
premium baked goods generously donated by area residents, bakeries and supermarkets as well as
Mother’s Day plants, flowers and herb baskets. Any middle school students interested in helping out at
the bake sale, either by baking, making signs, or working a shift, may call Cindy Riccio at 268-5322.
Community service credit hours are available. We hope to see you all there!

The Scoop Scoop ssesscoop@yahoo.com

To subscribe, unsubscribe, or to change your email, go to http://www.er9.org/sses,
and click on “Join Our Listserv”’. The Scoop does not handle additions to or deletions from
the Listserv.

Questions, please contact Cathy Dunsby at above email or 292.3692.
Next issue: May 6™ /Deadline: May 4™
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Easton is governed by Town Meetings and Town Votes. There is NO Town charter or other
government body that determines if SCHOOL & TOWN BUDGETS pass or fail.

Because we are not governed by charter — each year, a town budget referendum is held -
it usually takes place the 1% Tuesday in May. If that referendum (or vote) fails, then the
town will continue to hold as many referenda as it takes to get the budget passed. In
recent years — budgets have either passed/failed by as few as 8 or 19 votes ¢ so each vote
counts!

Easton also shares a high school with our neighboring town, Redding. Joel Barlow High
School (JBHS) is part of the Region 9 school district. The Region 9 School District Budget is
decided by a second referendum question, and passes by a majority of the combined vote
in Easton and Redding.

The total Easton budget has several components:

The budget for the town pays for Town Hall services, and other departments such as
Public Works, Police, Senior Center, Parks and Rec., Fire Fighters, EMS and Library. It
also covers any new equipment, vehicles, or office supplies, etc.

The Easton school budget funds both the Helen Keller Middle School and Samuel Staples
Elementary School. This funding is included in the referendum question on the town
budget.

The Region 9 School Budget (for JBHS) is decided by a separate referendum question.
All of the school budgets include teachers’ salaries (which are negotiated every 3 years
with their union), school administrators’ salaries, school supplies, special education
requirement’s mandated by the state, building costs and maintenance, buses, health
insurance, etc.

melaniestraymond@yahoo.com.

April 27" 8PM SSES: Annual Town Meeting. All budgets, Education and Town are
presented. Parent attendance is important as a motion can be made from the floor to
reduce the Education budget.

May 5" 6AM- 8PM SSES: Referendum on the Town Budget. GETTING out to VOTE is
CRITICAL. As stated above — budgets have passed/failed by 8 or 19 votes!

If you know of a parent who does not have children in the school system yet, and would find
this information valuable, please forward this information to them.
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