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Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

 
 

Calendar @ a Glance 
  

Fri., April 25  School Spirit Day: “Go Green!” – School store open 
Sat., April 26  Easton Green & Clean Day 
Mon., April 28  Easton Annual Town Meeting; 8 pm; Cafetorium 
Thurs., May 1  EARLY DISMISSAL; Staff Development; 1 pm 
Thurs., May 1  PTA Night at Pizzeria Uno 
Thurs., May 1  Deadline for BoxTops, Labels for Education, Tyson A+ 
Fri., May 2   Town Meeting hosted by Grade 2; (note change of date) 
Week of May 5  Teacher Appreciation Week 
Week of May 5  Walk to benefit Alpha House; before school each morning 
Tues., May 6  �  Easton Budget Referendum; Vote in the Big Gym; 6 am – 8 pm 
Tues., May 6  PTA Ice Cream Social; 5 – 7 pm 
Sat., May 17  Student Annual Art Show; 10 am – 12 pm; hallways & Cafetorium 
Weekend of May 17 Easton Library Paperback Book Sale; Library Community Room 
Sun., May 18  E.L.F. Spring Garden Party; 2-4 pm (invitation in this edition) 

Wed., June 18  Tentative last day of school  
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I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to the members of the Go Green Task Force.  Under the 
leadership of Mrs. Kiko Teed, students in Grades 3-5 benefited from an informative, engaging 
celebration of Earth Day 2008.  Everyone was very impressed! 
 
To kick-off this celebration, Mr. Cooper and three sections of kindergarten sang Inch-by-Inch, a 
song about helping our gardens grow. A small group of students from the middle school, Gang 
Green, did a fabulous job teaching our students about clean energy and pollution.  We also had the 
Recycling Club from the high school perform a skit about the amount of trash one elementary 
student accumulates in a week which included ways to help reduce, reuse and recycle.  Both 
groups of students did a marvelous job relating to our students.  I am most grateful for their interest 
in working with the elementary school. 
 
Our school community is committed to caring for our planet. We officially introduced an Earth Treaty 
for Samuel Staples Elementary School.  Through the generosity of the Go Green Task Force and 
the PTA, a prominent banner has been made and will remain hung in our school lobby, informing all 
who visit our beliefs about keeping our planet healthy. 
 
With respect to Earth Day, I would like to remind everyone that on Friday, April 25th the School Spirit 
Day theme will be Go Green !  In the spirit of solidarity, let us all wear green on Friday.   



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Please join us for Pizza, Ice Cream, Hot Dogs,  
Drinks & Snacks plus Dancing with a DJ  

at Samuel Staples School  
on Tuesday, May 6 th; 5 – 7 pm  

Ice Cream, DJ & Games sponsored by PTA 
Pizza, Hot Dogs, Drinks & Snacks available for purchase  

 
Bring your Picnic Chairs & Blankets! 

Rain or Shine! 

Please park in spaces  at the back  of the school (enter on Banks Road, where the buse s 
normally exit) or spaces  at Morehouse Road soccer fields.  Voter parking sp ots are only 
for voters not remaining at school for the festivit ies.   Parents are asked to remain on 
premises at all times and supervise their children,  especially keeping them away from 
the voting areas.   

Thank You for your Support! 

� ---------------------� -----------------------� ------------------------� ----------------------------�  
 
Pizza Pre-Order & Pre-Paid / $10 a Pie / Check or Cas h to Easton PTA: 
 
Family Name ________________________________    # of Pies_____ 
 
* Pies & slices will also be available on a first-come-first-served basis if not  
    pre-ordered & pre-paid 



Reminder:  The Budget Referendum for the  
2008-2009 Easton Annual Budget and Region 9 
Annual Budget is Tuesday, May 6th from 6 am – 8 
pm at Samuel Staples Elementary School   
 

AAAbbbssseeennnttteeeeee   BBBaaalll lllooottt    IIInnnsssttt rrruuucccttt iiiooonnnsss   fffooorrr    uuunnndddeeerrr    333000   dddaaayyy   ttt iiimmmeee   lll iiimmmiii ttt :::    
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 Annual Art Show is Sat., May 17 
Join us on Sat., May 17th from 10 am to noon in SSES’ hallways and Cafetorium!    
 
If you can help hang the artwork on Friday the 16th, please contact Allan Bates at abates@eastonps.org.   
  

THE PTA SCOOP 

HKMS Spring Book Fair   
Summer is almost here!  Refresh your Summer Reading collection with adult and juvenile 
bestsellers, gardening, cookbooks, sports and history books and much more!   

 
Monday - Friday, May 5th - 9th  from 8 am –3:30 pm 

Extended hours Friday, May 9th from 6 – 9 pm 
 

  
 
Deadline is May 1 for all BOX TOPS, LABELS FOR EDUC ATION and TYSON    
Please be careful when submitting Box Tops labels not to cut the expiration date.  Please put labels 
in an envelope(s) with child’s name and teacher. 
 
Pizzeria Uno Night is next Thursday., May 1st!  
 

 



 JOIN THE BIRTHDAY  
BOOK CLUB!  

       
 
The SSES Birthday Book Club is a great way to help increase the SSES library with quality books 
purchased through donations given in your child’s name for his/her birthday.  These books will be the 
property of Samuel Staples library and will be checked out by children for years to come! 
 
Here’s how it works: 

1) You make a $20 book donation for your child 
 
2) During your child’s birthday month they will be invited to attend a before school birthday 

celebration for all participating children celebrating their birthday that month. 
 

3) At this event your child will select a new hardcover book from a variety of quality titles chosen 
by our librarian, Mrs. Duffy. A special bookplate dedicated to your child will be placed on the 
inside cover. 

 
In years to come, when your child checks out books from the SSES, they will see the book donated in 
honor of their special day. What a fabulous way to commemorate the Samuel Staples years! 
 
To participate in the BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB, please complete the form below and send in a check 
for $20 made payable to SSES PTA in an envelope marked Birthday Book Club.  We will celebrate 
August birthdays in September and July birthdays in June. You may join at any time during the year, but 
do it now so you don’t forget! And if you did it last year, do it again since we dedicate the book in honor 
of the age they are turning.  
 
Any questions?  Please call Dea Auray, 373-9589 or Whitney Goetz, 372-6095. 
 

 
YES! Please include my child(ren) in the SSES Birthday Book Club!  Enclosed is a check for $20 
payable to SSES PTA for each book donated. 
 
Child’s Name_____________________________________ Birthday Age ________________ 
 
Birth Month  ______________________ Grade________________ 
 
Child’s Name_______________________________________ Birthday Age _______________ 
 
Birth Month _______________________ Grade________________ 
 
Please give us your e-mail address so we can send you a confirmation for each  
 
celebration. ______________________________________________ 
�



THE TOWN SCOOP 

Free Electronics Recycling Available April 26 and M ay 10   
Easton residents can do their electronics recycling  at two upcoming events: this Saturday the 26th 
at the Discovery Museum, 9 am -1 pm AND Saturday, May 10th at Fairfield's Earth Day celebration, 9 
am – 1 pm at Fairfield Warde High School (755 Melville Avenue).  You can bring computers, 
monitors, cell phones, TVs, VCRs, copiers, fax machines, printers, radios, and stereos.  Recycling is 
free at both locations, and the Discovery Museum will even offer discounted admission. 
 

 Touch-A-Truck is back!    
Christ's Church will hold its popular Touch-a-Truck event on Sat., May 10, from 10 am to 3 pm.   
Touch, climb and explore lots of trucks, large and small, old and new!  Baked goods, food tent and 
more.   Fun for all ages!   $20 per family.  For more information, call 268-3569 or visit 
www.theparishofchristschurch.org.  Rain Date:  Sun., May 11. 
 
Easton Community Center News 
Call 459.9700 or visit www.eastoncc.com 
Summer Camp Open House:    Sat., May 17th, 11 am  - 2 pm 

 
Garden Club’s Garden Mart is Sat., May 10th   
The Easton Garden Club will hold its much anticipated Garden Mart featuring an 
enormous selection of annuals and perennials, an “Ask the Experts” table and a 

homemade baked goods booth.  Sat., May 10 from 9 am to 12:30 pm on Easton’s 
Firehouse Green on.  Rain or shine!  Free admission.  For more information, contact 
Sabine Weiland at 371-4457 or eastongardenclub@gmail.com.   

 
THE LIBRARY SCOOP 
 

Spring Craft  
Celebrate Spring with a special craft!  Friday, April 25; 3:45 - 4:30 pm.  Registration required. 
  
Mother’s Day Craft  
Give a gift to Mom from your heart!   Friday, May 9; 3:45 - 4:30 pm.  Registration required. 
 
Easton Library Collecting Used Paperback Books  
The Friends of the Easton Public Library will collect paperback books for their annual paperback 
book sale from Saturday, May 10th until noon on Friday, May 16th , in the library Community 
Room during library hours.  (Books will not be collected on Mother’s Day, May 11th.)    All subjects 
will be accepted.  Children’s books may be paperback or hard covered.  Audio books, DVDs, and 
CDs are also requested.  All books should be in good to excellent condition with no damaged 
covers, pencil markings or torn pages.  No textbooks, condensed books or magazines will be 
accepted. Phone Gail at 203-459-9964 for more information.  
  
 



The Friends of the Easton Public Library will hold their annual used paperback book sale on 
Saturday, May 17th from 9 am to 4 pm and on Sunday,  May 18th, from 11 am to 4 pm .   More 
information to follow.       
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School Teachers Are Really Special     
�

Easton Learning Foundation STARS Program for SSES 
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO APPRECIATE YOUR TEACHER!  SHOW THEM YOUR GRATITUDE 
WITH A STAR!   A  STAR is a welcome recognition of the people who make a difference in our 
lives.  And just think -- it always comes in the perfect size and doesn't require batteries!  You don't 
need to wrap it or go to the mall to look for a parking space! 
 
ELF does all the work for you!!   When you make a gift, ELF will send a beautifully packaged 
cardstock star home in your child’s backpack.  The Star can be decorated in any way and 
personally delivered BY YOUR CHILD.  If your child doesn’t want to decorate a STAR, ELF can 
deliver a certificate directly to your child’s teacher/honoree.  All the proceeds benefit Easton 
students and educators by funding teacher grants and cutting-edge technology. 
 

Teachers/specials teachers, nurses, office staff, librarians, classroom aids, administrators, 
custodians, etc. can all be recognized. 
 
 
In support of a highly dedicated person in the school, I have enclosed a tax-deductible donation to 
Easton Learning Foundation: 
 
STARS:  # of Stars ordered _______ $ Donation per S TAR _________  Total $___________ 
 
# of certificates ordered __________ Total Contribu tion $ ___________ 

(If you would like us to fill out and deliver certificates only, please list the “To” and “From” as you 
would like it to appear on EACH certificate:  the amount of your contribution will not be indicated.) 

 
To:___________________________________From:________________  $amount_________ 

To:___________________________________From:_________________$amount_________ 

To:___________________________________From:_________________$amount_________ 

Amount of corporate matching gift ($25 minimum) _____________ 

Student’s name______________________________  home phone#_____________________ 

Student’s Grade/teacher ______________________________  Room# __________ 

The minimum contribution per honoree is $5 -- the maximum contribution for one teacher/honoree 
cannot exceed $25 (If multiple honorees, you may write one check for the total contribution 
amount which may exceed $25.  If you have additional honorees, you may list them on the back of 
this form). 

Please return this form and make check payable to:  Easton Learning Foundation * P.O Box 437 * 
Easton, CT 0661 



Earth Day 2008  
Top Ten Easy Things You Can Do* 

(Courtesy of Easton’s Clean Energy Task Force)  
 
10. Buy reusable water bottles.  Did you know that 2.5 million plastic water bottles are thrown 

away every hour? These bottles contribute significantly to the waste stream and are made 
with petroleum. It also takes a lot of energy to collect, package, and transport bottled water. 

 
9. Bring your own bags to the store.  In the US, we use 300 million plastic bags each year!  

These bags take thousands of years to break down… and are also made with petroleum.  
 

8. Keep your tires properly inflated. Under-inflated tires can increase fuel consumption by 
as much as 6%.  Check tire pressure around once a month to improve your gas mileage, 
save money, extend tire life, and reduce carbon in the air. 

 
7. Stop idling. Idling your car wastes fuel, gets you nowhere, and produces greenhouse 

gases. If you're going to be stopped for more than 30 seconds, except in traffic, turn off the 
engine. 

 
6. Adjust your thermostat. Lower your thermostat a degree or two in winter and notch it up a 

degree or two in summer. You probably won't notice the difference in the house, but you’ll 
save money and energy simultaneously. 

 
5. Reduce junk mail. Stopping just 30% of your junk mail stream saves 300 trees and 840 

lbs. of carbon a year. Most catalogs use virgin paper, contributing to de-forestation and 
taking lots of energy for production and transportation. Go to www.catalogchoice.org and 
www.dmaconsumers.org/cgi/offmailing to reduce the clutter in your mailbox! 

 
4. Avoid packaging.   Packaging of food and other items requires a lot of energy to make and 

transport. Look for things with the least amount of packaging, avoid “single-serve” items, 
and buy in bulk when you can. 

 
3. Think before you print. Stop and consider whether you really need to print that document or 

email message…. If you DO need to print, consider changing the margins to .75” on all sides 
instead of the default 1”.  If everyone did this, we would save 6,156,000 trees every year!   

 
2. Power down. Did you know that home electronics still use electricity when they are off? 

This “phantom load” accounts for 5% of all US household power usage! Unplug DVDs, 
Xbox’s, PCs, printers, and chargers when you’re not using them, or put them on power 
strips and turn off the strip.  

 
1. And of course…sign up for clean energy! Reduce air pollution, fight global warming, 

support wind energy AND directly help Easton—all in one simple step!  For every 100 
households that sign up for CleanEnergyOptions, Easton will receive a free, 2 kilowatt solar 
panel ($20,000 value).  Contact eastoncetf@yahoo.com to learn more and sign up! 

 
*With thanks to David Letterman! 

Check out www.cancel-a-car.org, www.onethingct.com, and www.changethemargins.com for more info and ideas! 


