T The Staples Scoor

Wednesday, April 28", 2010

CALENDAR @ A GLANCE
Fri., April 30 School Spirit Day; Pajama Day!; school store open
Mon., May 3 — Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week

Fri., May 7
Tues., May 4 Easton Budget Referendum; 6 am — 8 pm; Big Gym
Tues., May 4 PTA Ice Cream Social; SSES; 5 — 7 pm; rain or shine
Fri., May 7 Grade 1 Hosts Town Meeting
Fri., May 14 PTA meeting, Easton Library Community Rm 9:30 am
Wed., May 19 EARLY DISMISSAL; 1 pm SSES; 12:10 pm HKMS
Thurs., May 20 ELF Trivia Bee; 7-9 pm; SSES Cafetorium
Sat., May 22 PTA (Adult) Spring Social; Fairfield Museum; 7-10 pm
Fri., May 28 Final School Store opening of 2009-2010
Wed., June 2 Talent Show; 6:30 pm; Cafetorium
Thurs., June 10 4"/5"™ Grade Choral Concert
Wed., June 23 Last Day of School; 1 pm dismissal

THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP 4y Ainberty For-Suntora

On April 7th, Samuel Staples celebrated its 4™ Annual Diversity Day. As part of our ongoing effort to
raise students’ understanding that each individual is unique, Diversity Day brings everyone together on
the same day to discuss acceptance and respect for each other’s differences.

Under the leadership of SSES parent, Mrs. Susan DiScipio, a committee of dedicated parents and
teachers assembled for months, planning meaningful experiences that would enhance our students’
appreciation of differences in people. Beginning in February with the school-wide introduction of the
award-winning book, Have You Filled a Bucket Today?: A Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids, the
students learned how easy and rewarding it is to express kindness, appreciation, and love on a daily
basis. We also invited a former Easton resident, Deanie Humphrys-Dunne, to share her book, Tails of
Sweetbrier, which chronicles her real-life journey of being physically handicapped and showing
perseverance in the early years of living on a horse farm in Easton.

Diversity Day began with a whole school sing-along of ‘We Are the World.” Later, each fourth grade
class spent time in the gym rotating through six learning stations, exploring wellness, global, hearing,
vision, gross motor, and learning style differences. It is the exploration of these differences in a safe,
engaging, and positive environment that we believe will help students to move beyond simple tolerance
to embracing and celebrating the rich dimensions of diversity contained within each individual.

| wish to thank the many parents and professionals who volunteered their time and expertise for this
special event. Your dedication to Diversity Day contributed to the success of this annual program. Mrs.
DiScipio deserves special recognition for her vision and passion for promoting an appreciation for
unique differences in people. Thank you!




Wear Those Jammies for SSES - Friday is School Spirit Day
The 1st grade has chosen Pajama Day for this Friday’s School Spirit Theme. Please,
no slippers!

The School Store will be open only twice more this school year: This Friday and
again on Friday, May 28th, from 11:30 am — 2:15 pm. It carries a variety of inventory in
all different price points, like clothing, hats, bags, as well as gift certificates -- which make a fun and
welcome gift for children’s birthday parties.

THE PTA SCOOP

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Next Tuesday, May 4th from 6 am to 8 pm; SSES Big Gym
Please support our schools and our town by having every voter in your household vote!

The Referendum on the Easton Town/Board of Education budget proposal and the Region 9 BOE
budget proposal (Joel Barlow High School) will take place at Samuel Staples School. Please make
sure ALL registered voters in your household vote. If you cannot be in town on Tuesday, May 4th,
you may vote by Absentee Ballot. For an application to vote via Absentee Ballot, go to:
http://www.sots.ct.qov/sots/LIB/sots/ElectionServices/ElectForms/electforms/aabeng.pdf

Watch for the EdCom flyer and postcard in the mail to find out the facts before you vote. Town Hall will be
open Monday to Friday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm, and for Extra Hours on Friday, April 30, 5- 7 pm and Saturday,
May 1, 7- 9 am so you may vote by Absentee Ballot. Remember EVERY VOTE COUNTS! Tuesday, May
4, Samuel Staples Elementary School, 6 am to 8 pm.

PTA Scrapbooking Club Will Host Moms’ Night Out This Sunday

In the tradition of latter-day quilting bees, the PTA Scrapbooking Club invites you to a MNO
scrapbook this Sunday, May 2nd from 5 — 11 pm at the Easton Library Community Room. All are
welcome — whether you have scrapbooking experience or not. Please RSVP to reserve your seat or
if you have any questions: Ginger Colby ggcolby@optonline.net or Jennifer Lockwood
jenlock@optonline.net

Ice Cream Social, Tuesday May 4™ Rain or Shine!

Please join us for ice cream and fun! Dancing with a DJ and one FREE ice cream. Bring a picnic
blanket, pre-order your family pizza dinner, dance and have a great time with family and friends!
See flyer in this SCOOP to pre-order your pizza. Please do not park in the spots designated for
voters. Parking available behind the school or at Morehouse Fields. Parents must remain on the
premises with their children. Tuesday, May 4, rain or shine, SSES playground, 5 to 7 pm.

Super Scribes & Scribblers
Artist's deadline is next Wednesday, May 5th for the 2010 edition of Super Scribes and Scribblers -
the PTA's 26th issue! We need student artwork for the front and back covers as well as one piece
per grade. Here are the artwork guidelines:

8.5"x11" white paper, please use all available space

An original hand drawn or painted artwork in color or black and white

No computer generated artwork of photos please

On the back of the artwork must be your child's first and last name and grade

The artwork should be handed in to your child's teacher
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Contact Sarah O'Brien at 203-374-7557 or sarahobrien@sbcglobal.net with any questions. Scribes
and Scribbler's edition will be available to purchase soon, look for order forms in your child's
backpack in May!

For more details, please visit: http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/superscribes.pdf

Please Turn in Labels by May 7th

Please remember to turn in all your labels from BOX TOPS, Campbell's Labels for Education and
Tyson by Fri., May 7. Please watch out for expiring labels and do put your teacher's name on the
bag. Remember we get $ or points for these. Thank you all for collecting and submitting them.

4™ Annual Barlow-Palooza
Come celebrate learning and activities at JBHS! Thurs., May 27th, 5-8 pm.

Be Kind to Animals Week Starts May 10

Please gather your loose change and donate it for “Be Kind To Animals Week”. Each
classroom will have a collection can, and from May 10 — 14 your child can bring in spare
change to be donated to the Easton Animal Shelter. Every penny helps!

Laston FTA cgﬁl"”(}' Soeidd

Saturday, May 22nd, 7 - 10 pm

Fairfield Museum & History Center
370 Beach Road, Fairfield

While perusing the museum’s exhibits to the musical stylings
of the Fairfield County Jazz Guild, you will enjoy:
a Hors D’oeuvres & Desserts
a Complimentary Wine & Beer
a Fun Silent Auction Items

Tickets are $35 — watch for the flyer in your child’s backpack or view it at:
http://www.eastonpta.com/pdf/spring social may 22 2010.pdf

Have an auction item you’d like to donate? Want to be involved with the party? Please contact Cathy Dunsby
at ssesscoop@yahoo.com.

Gift Card Central to the Rescue! Order by May 1° for Your Spring Occasions

‘Tis the season for all those gift giving occasions — communions, graduations, weddings,
GCC teacher & bus driver gifts.... Easton SEPTA Gift Card Central is here to help! The next
order will be placed May 1% and delivered to you next week!

Go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com. All you need to order is your email address and
SEPTA’s account number, which is E2L4B2AB22968. Choose from the hundreds of gift cards available at face
value, add what you’d like to purchase to your shopping cart and then send in a check for the amount to “Easton
SEPTA” c/o the SSES office.

Give an always appreciated gift without leaving your house and which helps Easton special education! If you have
any questions, contact Mary Burke at 203-372-2103 or meburke7@hotmail.com.
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Easton PTA Membership 2010-2011

Dear Parents/Guardians, Teachers, and Staff:

We invite you to join The Easton PTA. The PTA provides many programs for the students of
Samuel Staples and Helen Keller Schools. By becoming a member, you will assist in providing
these programs and many other activities. For existing members, this is your opportunity to renew
your membership. For families, teachers, and staff new to our school, now is your chance to join
and become an active participant of the Easton PTA. We also realize that due to busy schedules,
many people are not able to donate as much of their time to the PTA as they would like, but we still
encourage you to become a member of the organization.

Why Become a Member?
The proceeds go to support many programs at SSES and HKMS, some of which are listed
below.
You must be a member to be a room parent or to be a committee chairperson.
Membership shows our children how much we care for and support our school.
You will receive a complimentary Easton PTA, Student Directory 2010-2011.

Some of What the PTA Funds Include:

Srnarg;hment Programs — $1,000 per Reflections

Parent/Student Directory Diversity Day

Staples School Calendar 2" Grade Play Productions

SCOOP — SSES Newsletter Cougar Connection — HKMS Newsletter
Student Enrichment Events GR 5-8 Agenda Planner Notebooks
Sport Events & Family Activity Nights Ice Cream Social

Please mail or return your tax-deductible check payable to Easton PTA to Samuel Staples School,
515 Morehouse Rd. Attn: PTA Membership by June 1% to help support 2010-2011 programs. Thank
you.

Parent Name

Student Name(s)

Address Phone

E-mail

Annual Membership Levels: __ $15 family membership __ $25 patron __ $50 star
____$100 superstar ___ $6 teacher

Parent/Guardian at: ____SSES ____HKMS ____BOTH



The HKMS Media Center Summer Reading Book Fair is Next Week

We will have Juvenile bestsellers and Nutmeg award winners selected with your children’s HKMS Summer
Reading requirements in mind. Take a look at our SPECIAL SALE table for the very best selections reduced
just for our families. We'll have adult bestsellers, cookbooks for novice chefs, and special interest books for
the sports and history buffs in your family. Book Fair hours are Monday, May 3™ until Monday, May 10th
from 8:30 PM until 3 PM with extended hours on Friday, May 7" during the Spaghetti Dinner from 6 -9 PM. For
more information contact Carol Weinshel CWeinshel@eatonps.org.

Eastdn
Learning
Foundation
Helen Keller Students Will Go Through the “Gateway To Technology”

Joan Parker, principal of Helen Keller Middle School, has a dream...”turn young students on” to science,,
engineering and math --one project at a time. With this goal in mind, and with her desire to address the critical
weakness in math and science among American students, she applied to the Easton Learning Foundation for
$115,000 grant. That sum would allow the antiquated wood shop to be converted into an Engineering and
Innovation Lab, and the “Gateway to Technology” program would be fully funded by ELF for the first five years.
Easton Learning Foundation took on the challenge!

A walk by Room #105 at HKMS proves that the dream will become a reality. The lab is being built, a dynamic
new young teacher has been hired, training is taking place, computers, modules, and building materials are
being purchased. The lab will be the home for a pre-engineering program called “Gateway to Technology”
created by the national not-for-profit organization, Project Lead the Way.

Easton Learning Foundation must raise approximately $27,000 during the months of May and June to
ensure that the new lab will be up and ready for students arriving back to school in September.
Donations can be made through eastonlearningfoundation.org or by sending a check to ELF - P.O. Box
437 Easton, CT. To learn more, contact ELF President, Bernadette Waterman at watermanta@aol.com.
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BEE A HONEY! . FOR EDUCATION!
Make a fiBee Donationo at any | e
Gather all your kids and buzz over to the ELF Bee iitos FREE!

Thursday, May 20 t 7-9/SSES

7 SCHOOL TEAMS which still need sponsors:
(donate $100 to sponsor a teacher or $300 to sponsor a teacher team)

1. The Barlow Baby Boomers 1 JBHS John Crowley & TBD
2. Bee Honest: Achieve with integrity - JBHS teacher: Catherine Correa Students: Carol DeSalva &
Caity Taylor
3. Costumes? No one told us to wear cost umes! - HKMS Cockerham/Scrivani/Broas
4. The Queen Bees - HKMS Sue Kaplan/Donna Dekle/Jeff Parker
5. Our Honey Bees - HKMS teacher spouses
6. 1st Grade teacherteam - SSES
7. The Referbees: Physical Education Teachers -SSES

6 COMMUNITY TEAMS (SO FAR)! (still accept ing up to 15 new teams)

* Bee C.C. (Easton Community Center) * Righteous Readers (Easton Public Library staff)

* Not Bored of Education (Easton Board of Education)* Bee 52s (neighorhood team) * Kellers Farm
Bees (neighborhood team)* Name TBD (Democratic T own Committee)

MASTER OF CEREMONIES. Tom McMorran, JBHS principal
OFFICIAL TRIVIA BEE: Kim Fox -Santora, SSES principal
BEE TIME KEEPER: Joan Parker, HKMS principal
MUSI Cl ANS for the new fiName t hat TuSapertement e& or y .
Mr.Don Cooper SSES Music Teacher
JUDGE: Mar i e Mas, Assot . Superintendent

For all Bee details go to: WWW.EASTONLEARNINGFOUNDATION.ORG

BEE DONATION FORM

DONATIONS BIG and SMALL are GREATLY APPRECIATED!

PLACE a message in the Bee Program!

To donate now --Fill out the form belo  w and p lease make your check payableto AELFOo & ma 0:ELFi t
PO Box 437 Easton, CT 06612 . Contributions are TAX DEDUCTIBLE. . THANK YOU!!

Name: Email:
Amount $_ _ _ __ _ ( AXO0 one) Gener al donation?__ _ _Sponsor ?
Teacher/team na me omneail message to Denise Sherwood at

palaia@snet.net __to be included in the program.



http://www.eastonlearningfoundation.org/
../../../Local%20Settings/Temp/palaia@snet.net

Family Fun Night at SSES
Ice Cream Socia

Tuesday, May 4" from 5:00 C 7:00 pm at Samuel Staples School
Please join us for Pizza, Ice Cream & Drinks!
Dancing with a DJ!

Bring your picnic chairs & blankets! Rain or shine!

(Ice Cream and DJ sponsored by Easton PTA. Pizza & drinks available for purchase.)

Please park in spaces in the back bus parking lot (enter on Banks Road). Voter spots are only for voters, not
for those remaining at school for the festivities.

Parents are asked to remain on premises at all times and supervise their children, especially keeping them
away from the voting areas.

Thank You for Your Support!

Pizza Pre-Order/Pre-Paid/ $10 per pie/ cash or check made payable to Easton PTA

Family Name # of pies

NOTE: Pies & slices will be available on first come/first served basis, if not pre-ordered & pre-paid, no
guarantees.  Submit bottom portion of form & payment to SSES front office by May3™> f | 6 St SRY
Cream Sociaf € @



THE TOWN SCOOP

Redding-Easton to Offer Girls’ Field Hockey for Grades 5 - 8

The Redding Boys and Girls Club (RBGC) has combined their youth programs with Easton and
are now Redding-Easton Field Hockey. The team is open to all Redding and Easton girls entering
5™ — 8™ grades in fall 2010.

Py The program includes a combined 5/6th grade team that will practice 2 times a week and compete
in various weekday and Saturday games. The 5/6th grade team will practice on Thursdays and
Fridays from 4-5:30p at the RBGC field hockey field. Game schedule will be announced by the end of the
summer; there will be both away and home games. The season runs from approximately mid-September to
mid-November.

Cost is $150 per player (includes uniform jersey, socks, tournament and umpire fees). To register, beginning
May 10th, please go to www.rbgc.net and click on Field Hockey tab in upper right corner. Space is limited!

Easton Girl Scouts’ "Taste of Italy” Pasta Dinner is Sunday Evening
This Sunday, May 2nd from 4-7 pm at the ECC. Ticket prices are $10 for adults and $8 for seniors and
children 10 and under. Everything is homemade- even the sauce!

Touch-A-Truck Is Back

Christ's Church will hold its Touch-a-Truck event on Saturday, May 8, from 10am to 3pm. Touch, climb and
explore over 20 trucks, large and small, old and new! Operate a real excavator. Enjoy games, Moon Bounce,
and baked goods. Admission is FREE for adults, $5 for children ($20 max per family). Rain date: May 9. For
more information, call the Parish Office: 268-3569.

Easton Garden Club’s Annual GardenMart
The Garden Club’s Annual GardenMart is Sat., May 8" (the day before Mother’s Day) on the Firemen’s Green.

ECC News: Please call 203.459.9700 for information or to register for:
Annual Golf Tournament at Connecticut Golf Club; Tues., June 15" X1/

- -~
Summer Save the Dates: T@}
2 oy

Easton Summer Concert Series presents a Jazz Festival at the new Easton
Gazebo; Sunday, June 27", free admission; music, food & fun.

The 75th Annual Easton Volunteer Fireman’s Carnival is August 3rd - 7".

The Scoop Scoop

The Scoop is published every other Wednesday (for the most part) during the school year and distributed

Listserv”. The Scoop and the SSES Office do not update the Listserv.

The next issue of the Scoop will be Wednesday, May 12th. Please submit any information — in MS
Word format -- by the Saturday evening preceding publication. Questions and submissions to Cathy
Dunsby at ssesscoop@yahoo.com

by email Listserv. To add or change your email information go to www.er9.org/sses/ and click on “Join Our

Important Websites

www.samuelstaplesps.orqg

www.eastonpta.com

www.er9.org
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