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 Wednesday, June 9th, 2010               

                                       Have a happy  and safe summer! 
 
 
                                       

CALENDAR @ A GLANCE           

           
Thurs., June 10  4th/5th Grade Choral Concert 
Wed., June 23  Last Day of School; 1:25 pm dismissal 
Wed., Sept. 1  First Day of School 2010-2011 

 
 
THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP by Kimberly Fox-Santora 
 

As the 2009-2010 school year draws to an end, I wish to thank the many parents who help to make SSES such a 
special school. I never take for granted the time you take to share your thoughtful reflections, ideas, or concerns 
with me.  Along with your intelligent, creative, and industrious children, you make it a pleasure to do my work in 
the town of Easton.  Your continued support and impressive involvement with school initiatives are very much 
appreciated.  I wish you and your family a most enjoyable summer vacation. 
 
I would like to also take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to our amazing PTA presidents, Claire-
Anne Meskers and Paige Guidotti.  Their eager and collaborative leadership style has made working in 
partnership with them so rewarding.  I wish them well in their future endeavors. 
 
While the close of school typically brings a mix of emotions for me, this year has been a particularly challenging 
one for me.  Our current fifth grade class holds a special place in my heart as this group of boys and girls started 
kindergarten the same year that I became principal. They are bright, clever, and fun.  I know them the best, and I 
am so sad to see them go.  
 
I also get tongue-tied when asked about the loss of my brilliant assistant principal, Carrie LaTorre.  She has been 
my right-hand partner, my rock, my shoulder, and my friend.  How do you say good-bye to someone who has 
selflessly dedicated the last six years of her career to assisting me?  I just don't know.     
 
On behalf of the staff at SSES, thank you for sharing your wonderful children with us and know that we value 
your trust in us.  May the summer season be a joyful one for you and your family. 

       
 

The Staples Scoop 
 

 



 
Pick-Up Your Child’s Medications in Nurse’s Office by June 22nd   

If your child has medication stored in the nurse‟s office, please make arrangements to pick it up by June 
22nd.  Medications cannot be retained from one year to the next and cannot be sent home with a child.  
Any medications not picked up must be destroyed, per school policy  
 
Also, the form that authorizes the nurse to administer medication to your child is not valid from one 

school year into the next.  If you anticipate a need for medication next year, please pick up another form at the 
same time you pick up the medication.  Please contact the school nurse, Carolyn Kearney, at 203.261.3607 with 
any questions.  

 
THE PTA SCOOP 
 
We wish to thank all of our Committee Chair People and Committee Volunteers for dedicating your time, energy, 
enthusiasm and expertise to the Easton PTA this year! Together you have enriched the lives of Easton‟s children 
and provided support to Easton‟s teachers. You have provided an array of fun and educational experiences our 
school community will long remember. We are grateful to each and every one of you for all the amazing work 
you have done.  The lives of our children are richer because of you! 
 
To our board members: Sharon Stemme, Rachel Rios, Lynn Kocis, Jeanine Jones and Stacy Vavaro, we wish to 
thank you all for the countless hours, great vision, hard work, flexibility and dedication you have given to the PTA 
this year! Your endless commitment to the SSES community will be realized for many years to come. It has been 
our pleasure to be a part of the board with you! 
 
Enjoy the relaxation and good times with your family that summer will bring. You deserve it! 
 
Sincerely, Paige Guidotti and Claire-Anne Meskers  
 
And from the PTA…  
 
Many THANKS to our out-going SSES co-presidents, Claire-Anne and Paige, for their leadership and 
tireless efforts on behalf of the school, staff, and students!  You have our lasting gratitude and 
admiration.   
 
Don’t Forget to Order SuperScribes and Scribblers 
Orders are being taken for SuperScribes and Scribblers!  If you did not receive a form in your child‟s backpack, 
or have a question, please contact Sarah O‟Brien at sarahobrien@sbcglobal.net.  
 
Lost & Found – Last Call!  Unclaimed Items Will Be Donated to Charity on June 16th  
Below is just a sampling of some of the items that need to be claimed by their rightful owners before 
June 16th.  Please stop by the L&F located outside the teacher‟s lounge: 
 

 Blue Quick Silver Snow jacket with red and tan stripes-large 

 Active 8 blue zip up fleece 

 Blue and Green striped Hannah Anderson zip up sweater 

 Aquamarine LL Bean jacket- Girls size 8 

 Quick Silver Black jacket- size 8-10 

 Brown GAP sweat jacket with green and white stripes on sleeves 

 Navy Blue Fleece Rugged Bear jacket- size 14 

 Off-white Abercrombie jacket- medium 

 Green Adidas hooded jacket- medium 

 Baseball gloves  

 More! 
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Summer Label Contest 
Please save all your labels for the 2010 Summer Label Contest.  The top winners will receive a gift certificate to 
the SSES Book Store.    Remember to save the Box Tops Labels, Campbell's Labels for Education (UPC), and 
Tyson A+ Program.  All Labels are due Friday, Sept. 10.  Please remember to write your name on the envelope. 

 
Become a Member of the Easton PTA Executive Board! 
The PTA is looking for a Treasurer!  Please consider joining our wonderful executive board, we‟d love to have 
you! Bring your new ideas, vision and energy to the Easton PTA! It is very rewarding work, and a lot of fun too! 
There are also many opportunities to become a committee chairperson. Some of the open positions are; School 
Supplies, Reflections, School Store, SuperScribes and Scribblers, Concert CD‟s, Family Fun Activities and many 
more. Something that will suit you and your available time perfectly.  If you have ideas for new PTA committees 
please share them with us!  Contact Claire-Anne Meskers, email; meskers@optonline.net or call 203-374-5566. 
 
 
Gift Card Central to the Rescue!  Not Too Late for Teacher Gifts – Order by June 16th  

„Tis the season for all those gift-giving occasions like teacher & bus driver gifts, graduations 
and weddings…. Easton SEPTA Gift Card Central is here to help!  Give an appreciated gift 
without leaving home and which helps Easton special education!   If you order by June 16th, 
your cards will be delivered to you the following week in time for the end of school!  

Go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com.   All you need to order is your email address and SEPTA‟s account number, 
which is E2L4B2AB22968. Choose from the hundreds of gift cards available at face value, add what you‟d like to 
purchase to your shopping cart and then send in a check for the amount to “Easton SEPTA” c/o the SSES office.  If 
you have any questions, contact Mary Burke at 203-372-2103 or meburke7@hotmail.com.  

 

 

GCC 
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Summer Reading is a Must! 

Your children have worked very hard this year and have made good progress in their reading abilities. As with any 
other skill, reading must be practiced in order to maintain reading muscles. The summer setting is not the school 
instructional setting. Your children can continue to be fluent readers if they read for pleasure and enjoyment. 
Below are some suggestions for FUN summer reading. 

 Summer Routine! - Make a set reading time each day of at least 20 minutes or more depending on the age 
of your child. (building stamina in reading is important) 

 Motivation is Key! Your child should choose books with just a little guidance from you. It must be 
something your child is interested in reading even if it is not the book you would have chosen. 

 Easy Level! – Use the five-finger test to determine if the book is a good fit for your child. Open up to three 
places in the book and have your child read a page. If your child has difficulty with five or more words this 
may be an instructional level. This is NOT the book for him/her to read independently. This may be a book 
you want to read with him/her. Reading expert Richard Allington states; 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƪƛŘǎΦ ²Ƙȅ 
should we be surprised? If adults preferred hard reading, The Economist would be flying off the 
ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 

 Consider these magazine subscriptions: 
o Highlights 
o Sports illustrated for Kids 
o Ranger Rick 
o Kids Discover 

So don’t let the “summer reading slide” happen to your child. Reading every day over the summer will help to 
maintain your child’s reading skills. Have a safe and happy summer. Happy Reading! 

Note: Summer reading packets will be coming home on   

 June 18th.   Look for the summer reading link on the school  

website for resources. 



 

WANTED:  Calendar Artists  

 

The Easton PTA is once again creating a 12-month calendar for 

use during the 2010-2011 school year.  Calendars will be 

distributed in September to each family.  School and PTA dates 

will be included as well as the school handbook, pertinent phone 

numbers, etc.  As always, student art work will be used to decorate  

the cover and each month of the year.    

 

All submissions should be done in black ink, on 8 ½ x 11 paper. Label the back of the 

picture with Name, Grade, and a phone number in pencil.   Return pictures to the 

office in a large envelope or folder marked ñPTA calendarò by Tues., June 2
nd

. 

 

Would you like to see your childõs name and birthday  

on the school calendar?  
 

 

 

The PTA calendar will include all important dates for the upcoming school year.  Donôt 

you think your childôs birthday should be one of them?  Donôt forget preschoolers, 

grandparents, mom, dad and ñFidoò.   Send in the completed form below with $1 for 

every date youôd like to list on the calendar.  Please send check (preferred) or cash in a 

sealed envelope marked PTA calendar, to the office by Tues, June 22
nd

.   

 

Contact Christine Calvert at ccalvert@optonline.net for more information.  

" -------------------" ------------------------" -------------------------" -----------------------------"  

Name and Birthdate ________________ 

 

Name and Birthdate ________________ 

 

Name and Birthdate ________________ 

     

Name and Birthdate ________________ 

 

Name and Birthdate ________________ 

 

Other important dates 

_______________________               

                    _______________________     

Total $ enclosed  __$_____________ 

Phone Number/email   ___________________  

mailto:ccalvert@optonline.net


 

Easton PTA Membership 2010-2011 

Dear Parents/Guardians, Teachers, and Staff:  

We invite you to join The Easton PTA. The PTA provides many programs for the students of 
Samuel Staples and Helen Keller Schools. By becoming a member, you will assist in providing 
these programs and many other activities. For existing members, this is your opportunity to renew 
your membership. For families, teachers, and staff new to our school, now is your chance to join 
and become an active participant of the Easton PTA. We also realize that due to busy schedules, 
many people are not able to donate as much of their time to the PTA as they would like, but we still 
encourage you to become a member of the organization.  

Why Become a Member?  
 The proceeds go to support many programs at SSES and HKMS, some of which are listed 

below.   

 You must be a member to be a room parent or to be a committee chairperson.  

 Membership shows our children how much we care for and support our school.  

 You will receive a complimentary Easton PTA, Student Directory 2010-2011. 

Some of What the PTA Funds Include: 

 Enrichment Programs – $1,000 per 
grade 

 Reflections  

 Parent/Student Directory  Diversity Day 

 Staples School Calendar  2nd Grade Play Productions 

 SCOOP – SSES Newsletter  Cougar Connection – HKMS Newsletter 

 Student Enrichment Events  GR 5-8 Agenda Planner Notebooks  

 Sport Events & Family Activity Nights  Ice Cream Social 

Please mail or return your tax-deductible check payable to Easton PTA to Samuel Staples School, 
515 Morehouse Rd. Attn: PTA Membership by June 1st  to help support 2010-2011 programs. Thank 
you. 

Parent Name __________________________________________________________________  

Student Name(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________    Phone   ________________ 

E-mail _______________________________________________ 

    Annual Membership Levels:  ___$15 family membership ___ $25 patron   ___$50 star   

   ___ $100 superstar     ___$6 teacher   

Parent/Guardian at:                 ___ SSES                       ___ HKMS                     ___ BOTH 

 



 

THE TOWN SCOOP 

JBHS To Host Cheer Clinic for Grades 1-8  
The Joel Barlow Varsity 2010-2011 Cheerleading team will conduct a one-day skills clinic for those entering 
grades 1 through 8 on Saturday, June 26th in the upper gym at Joel Barlow High School from 9 am-12 pm. 
The clinic, which is a fundraiser, will cover fundamental skills including cheer motions, dance, jumps, tumbling 
and stunting.  At 12 noon, parents may enjoy a brief show from the kids. All levels from beginner to advanced 
are welcome; participants should wear sneakers, T shirts, and shorts.  
  
Checks should be made out to JBHS Cheer Activity Fund for $50.   To register please contact Coach Jill 
DeSalva by calling 203-938-0060 or emailing JStryker23@aol.com or contact a current JBHS Varsity 
Cheerleader.  A release form will need to be signed by the parent for each participant. 

                                                                          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

                                          
Sunday, June 27th; 2-8 pm 

Six hours of continuous world class jazz featuring more than 70 musicians  
Easton Gazebo in front of the ECC 

~  FREE ADMISSION ~ 
Rain or shine; bring your lawn chair and blanket; refreshments for sale by area restaurants 

And mark your calendar for the rest of this seasonôs free Sunday concerts: 

 July 11th; 5-7 pm: String Fingers; blues Americana with a vibe & a twist 

 July 25th; 4-6 pm: Roylety Steel Pan Band; sounds from the islands 

 August 8th; 2-4 pm: Wayne Hiller Octet; Sinatra and other big band hits from the swing era  

 August 29th, 5-8 pm: Heartbeat; dance the night away from swing to Top 40 

 September 19th; 2-4 pm: An Afternoon with Megan & Tom; standards, show tunes & singalongs 

 September 26th; 4-7 pm: HERT, Home After Dark & Novacaine; local high school bands with alternative 
sounds 

 
ELF Is Collecting Used Sporting Goods  
ELF will collect used sports equipment during June for their September 2010 mega-
sale.  Donation boxes are in the SSES foyer and the Easton Library.  ELF is looking for 
bikes, jogging strollers, skis, skates, rackets, hockey, baseball, lacrosse, golf, tennis 
equipment, cleats…if you use it when you are sporting, we will take it!  (No large 
playground toys or basketball hoops please!)   To arrange a pick up, contact Barbie 
Powell (bgpowell@optonline.net) or Bernadette Waterman (watermanta@aol.com).  

 

ECC 5th Grade Activity Night is This Fri., June 11th  
The ECC invites SSES 5th graders to a FREE evening of live music, games, inflatable slide, dancing and more 
on Friday, June 11th from 7 -9:30 pm.  Come see first hand the great things the ECC has to offer.  Questions to 
Youth and Teen Director Kevin Cassesse at (203) 459-9700 or kevin@eastoncc.com.  
 
Wanted:  Used Cub Scout Uniforms 

Easton Pack #166 is collecting outgrown Cub Scout uniforms to benefit its Pack as well as other Cub Scouts in 
the CT Yankee Council.   Please contact Anne Manusky at anne.e.man@sbcglobal.net 
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