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CALENDAR @ A GLANCE 
Fri., Sept. 25  School Spirit Day; Summer Reading Theme (details below) – school store open 
Sat., Sept. 26  ELF Used Sporting Goods Super Sale; 9 am – 3 pm; HKMS Tennis Courts 
Mon., Sept. 28  NO SCHOOL – Yom Kippur 
Fri., Oct. 9  Easton PTA Meeting; 9:30 am; Easton Library Comm. Room; all welcome 
Mon., Oct. 12  NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day 
Tues., Oct. 13  Easton Board of Ed Meeting; 7:30 pm 
Wed., Oct. 14             Principal’s Coffee  9:15  SSES Cafetorium 
Thurs., Oct. 15 EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm 
Fri., Oct 30  PTA Family Fun Night at the Circus; 7:30 pm (flyer in this issue) 
Thurs., Nov. 5  Easton PTA Meeting; 7 pm; SSES – note evening mtg. 
Wed., Nov. 11  Veteran’s Day – School in Session 
Fri., Nov. 13  EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm 

 

THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP by Kimberly Fox-Santora 

 As you heard from my Back-to-School Night presentation, promoting a healthy school 
environment is taking a more prominent focus this year.   

On a national level, our children’s eating habits are poor.  I recently learned that a very small 
percentage of children meet all Food Pyramid recommendations, and fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains are among the least consumed among most children.  Constant exposure to low-nutrient 
foods makes it difficult for children to learn how to make healthy food choices, and between 20+ 
birthday celebrations, class parties and rewards that involve food here at SSES, we saw a 
contradiction between what we teach our students about nutrition and what we practice.    

Unhealthy foods have become the norm rather than the exception.  By providing students with 
nutritious choices whenever food is available (including the classroom), we believe that we can 
positively influence children’s eating habits.  Healthy kids learn better! 

As a school, we have decided to promote healthy celebrations that shift the focus from the food to 
celebrating the child.  As a result, the following changes are now in effect: 

1. Individual birthdays will not be celebrated with food.  Instead, your child’s classroom 
teacher will share with you how they have decided to recognize birthdays. 

2. Food will not be used to reward students.   
3. Food served at class parties (e.g. Halloween) must be healthy. 

Between our district’s wellness policy, food allergies, and rising childhood obesity rates, the 
reasons to promote good eating habits are compelling.  While I certainly recognize that these food 
guidelines might be met with mixed emotions, I thank you for respecting our food guidelines. 

       
 

The Staples  Scoop  
 

 



 
Pre-School 3s Spots Available   
Samuel Staples’ pre-school has a couple of openings in its 3s pre-school program, due to enrolled 
families moving out of district.  The hours are 9 am to 2 pm, for the parents’ choice of three, four or five 
days a week.  The schedule follows the regular Easton school calendar.  If you are interested in more 
information or an application, please contact Lydia Giglio at 459.9689. 

 

  
Morsels from “Mr. B.”  

o The $2.50 price for lunch includes milk.  Milk may also be purchased a la carte for $.50.  
o Whether you are sending in cash or a check, payments must be sent in an envelope 

with the child(ren)'s first and last name clearly labeled so that Mr. B. knows in which 
lunch account(s) to place the money. 

o Please make any checks out to SSES Lunch. 
o Chartwell’s, our new food service provider, requests that the balance on a child’s 

pre-paid account does not exceed $62.50 (the equivalent of 20 lunches).  
o The monthly lunch menu can be found online through our homepage: 

http://www.samuelstaplesps.org/.    
 
 
The Physical Education Scoop 
All 4th grade students are continuing to prepare for this year's Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment. The 
tests will take place between now and Nov. 13th during physical education classes. The four tests include: the 
one mile run, sit and reach, curl-ups, and push-ups.  
  
If you have any questions about the tests please refer to the parent letter that was recently sent home, 
contact your child's 4th grade physical education teacher -- Kristen Colasanto or Bob Menegay --  
or visit the Connecticut State Department of Education web site at 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320980.   

 
School Spirit Day is This Friday  -- School Store Open 11:30 am to 2 pm  
This Fri., Sept. 25th, students are encouraged to bring or wear the t-shirt they created for the Summer 
2009 Reading Challenge.  As a reminder, K-2 students created a paper t-shirt of their favorite book read 

this summer, and grades 3-5 created a cloth t-shirt.  
 
 
Prinicipal’s Coffees for 4th and 5th Grade Parents 
Please join Kim Fox-Santora in the Cafetorium at 9:15 am. 
 

Thurs. Sept. 24     Grade 4 Parents 
Fri., Sept. 25     Grade 5 Parents 

 

Nurse Notes  
Please remember to call the school at 261-3607 ext. 603 to report your child’s absence, and don’t forget 
to state the reason in your message.  Mrs. Kearney tracks the nature of illnesses very carefully, and she 
requires accurate and timely information.  

http://www.samuelstaplesps.org/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320980


THE PTA SCOOP 

Interested In Helping Our Children and the SSES Community "Go Green”?  
Join the SSES Go Green Task Force and get involved!  We look for ways to raise awareness about the 
environment and help our children and the school learn more sustainable ways of living.  The highlight of 
our efforts is the annual Earth Day Assemblies in April, which includes the 5th grade Green Fashion Show. 
 Task Force meetings are kept to a minimum.  If interested, please contact committee chair, Kiko Teed, at 
ksteed@optonline.net or 445-8414. 
 
Book Your Appointment for PTA’s Family Photo Fundraiser on Sat., Oct. 3rd  

o Outdoor photos at the Easton Community Center (weather permitting) –  alternate 
site is indoors @ the ECC. 

o Returning photographers is Impressions of Wallingford. 
o Your session entitles you to a family photo and/or group photo of your children. 
o In the event of bad weather, outdoor sessions at the ECC will be moved indoors.  
o Bring your wallet and allow extra time to view a slideshow at the ECC (immediately after photos are 

taken) and place your order (no obligation or minimum purchase required). 
o $25 sitting fee goes to the PTA, required to secure an appt. time. 
o Holiday cards, custom frames & mats and other gift ideas available for purchase. 
o Last minute cancellations made within 48 hours of the event will result in the loss of your sitting fee, 

even if your appt time is filled by someone else. 
o Check out Impressionsstudio.com for samples of their work  
o Call Lisa Sheehan at 373.9799 for an appointment or more information.  

Save the Date!... The SSES Scholastic Book Fair is Oct. 19-23   
Students will have the opportunity to visit the Fair with their class several times 
during the week.  Parents are welcome to come in to purchase books or 
volunteer to help during these days, and during the two extended hours on 
Tuesday and Thursday.  More details to come...  If you have any questions, 

please contact Laura Jones at stoneybell@sbcglobal.net, or Beth Gomolak at 

bethbg@optonline.net. 

 The Scoop Scoop 
 

The Scoop is published every other Wednesday (for the most part) during the school year and distributed 
by email Listserv.  To add or change your email information go to www.er9.org/sses/ and click on “Join Our 
Listserv”.  The Scoop and the SSES Office do not update the Listserv.  
 
Next issue: Wednesday, Oct. 7th.  Please submit any information – in MS Word format -- by the Saturday 
evening preceding publication.    Questions and submissions to Cathy Dunsby at ssesscoop@yahoo.com 

 

 

Samuel Staples 
Elementary School 
 

515 Morehouse Rd. 
Easton, CT  06612 
 

phone: 261.3607 
fax:  452.8403 

Important Websites 

www.samuelstaplesps.org 

www.eastonpta.com 

www.er9.org 

 

 

http://us.mc344.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ksteed@optonline.net
mailto:bethbg@optonline.net
http://www.er9.org/sses/
mailto:ssesscoop@yahoo.com
http://www.er9.org/


 

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey ® presents OVER THE TOP, a wacky and whimsical circus 

spectacular where dogs fly, Asian elephants skip, hop and groove and one courageous man stands 

eye - to -eye with a pack of powerful  Bengal tigers. Circus Celebrities help rev -up the motorcycle 

madness featuring one cycle on a high wire and seven speeding riders in a Globe of Steel. 

Extraordinary aerial acts fill the arena sky with a rare double -decker trapeze and Chinese acrobats 

prop elling through the air. And with the audience participation, this circus really goes OVER THE TOP.  

Come one hour early to meet our animals and performers at the All Access pre - show ï  

FREE to all Easton PTA ticketholders!  

Easton PTA Presents Family Fun Night 

Friday, October 30
th

, 7:30 p.m. 

Arena at Harbor Yard  

$16 per person (over 2 years old) 

(These tickets regularly sell for $25.50. Our price represents special discounted pricing.) 

More info.:  Suzanne McCauley 396-0898 or tmmscr@optonline.net  

"     "     "    "    

Name:             

Address:             

Teacherôs Name:            

No. of Tickets:    x $16 = Total $       

Cash/Checks made payable to ñEaston PTAò. Please submit completed form 

& payment to SSES office.  Mark envelope: Circus Tickets 

 DEADLINE:  Friday, October 9 

mailto:tmmscr@optonline.net


 

 

Welcome New Students and Families!    
   
We at SSES participate in three different label programs -- Box Tops for Education, Campbell's Labels for 
Education ,Tyson Project A+ Label Collection Program – and two store loyalty programs – Big Y and now 
Super Stop & Shop. These five programs provide SSES with either cash or points for free supplies.  Please 
help us by saving the labels from the items you have in your home or that you purchase, and by signing up at 
Big Y and Stop & Shop.  Turn the labels in to your teacher in an envelope or ziplock.  Please make sure to 
write your teacher's name, since the top-earning class for each program will earn a party at the end of the 
school year. 

 
New!  Stop & Shop A+ Bonus Bucks:   Every time you shop with your Stop & Shop card 
between Oct. 9, and March 25th, you can earn A+ Bonus Bucks points for SSES, for which 
SSES will receive cash.  (You can track the amount at the bottom of your receipt.)  Be sure to 
register your Stop & Shop card at www.stopandshop.com/aplus.  SSES’s ID is 05774.
 

 
Box Tops For Education:  We have more products than ever before.  New products this year are:  Avery, 
Juicy Juice, Kleenex, Huggies, Kotex, Hefty Kitchen bags, and much more.  Check the list at 
www.boxtops4education.  Do not include any expired labels and do not cut the date otherwise they will be 
invalid. 
  
Campbell's Labels For Education:   You can now earn 5 points when you save proof of purchase from over 
150 products; (e.g.  V8 Splash, Campbell's Supper Bake and select Campbell's soup).  Check the website 
www.labelsforeducation.com for the entire list.  Remember please send in only the UPCs from the soup cans, 
Pepperidge Farm breads, bagels, Goldfish crackers--the only exception are the V8 Splash Juice and 
Smoothies which only the LID is valid. 
   
Tyson Project A+ Label Collection Program:   Tyson Labels also now appear in their bacon products.  
Please remember to send in the entire box bottom.  In the case of the family size plastic bags please send in 
the entire end piece with the logo intact.  You can visit their website at www.ProjectAplus.tyson.com. 
  
Big Y Supermarket Education Express:   If you shop at Big Y please make sure to choose SSES as your 
designated school. Through September 30 Education Express point are double.  This means, every time you 
shop and purchase items marked with Education Express school bus logo you get double the points.  You can 
register at www.bigy@com. 

 
 

    

http://www.stopandshop.com/aplus
http://www.boxtops4education/
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.projectaplus.tyson.com/




THE TOWN SCOOP 
 
Don’t Miss ELF’s Super Sporting Goods Sale This Saturday!   

ELF will hold a mega-sale at the HKMS tennis courts this Sat., September 26th from 9 
am to 3 pm   All proceeds will support the Easton Learning Foundation. Our teachers and your children 
will benefit! 

ELF is still collecting items through this Friday.  Please drop-off your used sports equipment in donation 
boxes at SSES foyer, Easton Library, and HKMS drop-off loop lobby.   

Please Help Easton Girl Scouts Support a Library (or Two!) in Africa 
Junior Girl Scout Troop #31202 (5th grade) and other Easton G.S. troops are assisting a Peace Corps 
volunteer in a children’s book drive to help stock school libraries in two small African towns.  The goal is 
1,000 books to create two sustainable libraries for the schools and communities.  Any and all (gently) 
used children’s books are needed, including:    
 

o Baby board books 
o Paperback easy readers 
o Paperback children’s picture books 
o Paperback juvenile literature/chapter 

books 

o K-8 textbooks (English, math, 
geography & science) 

o Encyclopedias & atlases (post -1990) 
o Paperback dictionaries 

 
Through November 24th, donations may be placed in the collection box in the SSES foyer.  Thanks for 
your help with this community service project and worthwhile cause!  Contact Monica Chioffi 
mchioffi@optonline.net with questions. 
 

 
 
Friends of the Easton Public Library Presents  “A Country Fair”  
Sat., Oct. 3rd on the Library Green from  1 -4 p.m.  Rain or Shine.  Featuring a  Cow 
Chip Raffle (if “Dewey the Cow” deposits ” a chip on your square, you win $500), Apple 
Pie Baking Contest,  Refreshments.  Entertainment for all ages, includes Pony Rides, 

Potato Sack Races, Bean Bag Toss, Pie Eating Contest, Face Painting, Tractor Touch and more!   For 
more information:  (203) 261-0134 or www.eastonlibrary.org. 
 
Save the Date to Support Norma Pfriem Breast Care Center 
Join the Norma F. Pfriem Breast Care Center, on Saturday, October 24th at the Easton Community 
Center for “Comedy for a Cause”, with NYC comics, wine tastings and silent auctions.  Honoring,  
Eastonite and SSES parent Mary Pronovost, MD, for her 10 years of compassionate service to the 
Pfriem Center.  The price for this evening of fun includes family-style dinner and drinks for $70 per 
person, or $125 per couple.  For tickets contact Robin Righter at 255-5300 or Gina Orticelli at 445-8318. 
 
 
The Historical Society of Easton to Hold Annual Meeting 

The Historical Society’s annual meeting will be held on Thursday, October 8th at 7:30 PM at the Easton 
Library Community Room.  Join us as we gather to discuss the exciting new programs we will hold in the 
community for children, teens and adults.  Our special guest speaker is Ms. Kathleen von Jena, a noted 
archeologist and Redding's own local Historian.  She will present an overview of Easton's 2009 
Historical and Archeological Survey, a three year study of Easton's pre-history, historic and cultural 
resources.  For more information, contact Lisa Burghardt at 459-0881 or LBurghardt@aol.com. 

mailto:mchioffi@optonline.net
http://us.mc344.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=LBurghardt@aol.com


 

“A Haunting in Easton?”  
World renowned “ghost buster” Lorraine Warren will present a program on witches, haunted houses and 
ghosts (including the fabled “White Lady” of Easton’s Union Cemetery) at the ECC on Sunday, Oct. 18th.  
For ages 18 and up.  Proceeds benefit the ECC.  Call 459.9700 to reserve.  
 

 
ECC Scoop 

o Upcoming Vacation Camps on Mon., Sept. 28th and Mon., Oct. 12th; 8 am – 6 pm.  Please call to 
reserve your spot.  

o Parents’ Night Out:  Fri., Sept. 25th; Dinner, plus games, arts and crafts and more!  6:30 – 10 pm.  
Pre-registration required.  

Mercy Learning Center Seeks Volunteer Tutors 
Mercy Learning Center, which provides basic literacy and life skills training to low-income women in the 
Greater Bridgeport Area, is seeking volunteers to teach English as a Second Language (ESL), Reading, 
and/or Math skills. Tutors meet with their students at the Center for two hours twice weekly from 
September through early June.   

New tutors are always needed! Training is provided; teaching experience is not necessary. Training 
sessions will take place on Thursday, September 24th or Thursday, October 15th  from 9 am to 2 pm 
(lunch will be provided).  For more information about volunteering or to register for a training session, 
please contact Diane Holmes by phone at 203-334-6699 or by email at diane.holmes@snet.net. 

 

  

 


