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Wed., Nov. 4th, 2009 

CALENDAR @ A GLANCE 
Thurs., Nov. 5  Photo Retakes; forms are in the office  
Thurs., Nov. 5  Easton PTA Meeting; 7 pm; SSES – speaker: Chartwells, school food service 
Wed., Nov. 11  Veteran’s Day – School in Session 
Wed., Nov. 11  Principal’s Coffee; 9:15 am; SSES Cafetorium; Topic: New LD Guidelines 
Fri., Nov. 13  EARLY DISMISSAL; Professional Development; 1 pm 
Tues., Nov. 17 -  EARLY DISMISSAL; Parent Teacher Conferences; 1 pm 
    Fri., Nov. 20 
Wed., Nov. 25  Early Dismissal; Thanksgiving Break; 1:25 pm 
Thurs., Nov. 26- Thanksgiving Recess 
    Fri., Nov. 27 
 

THE PRINCIPAL’S SCOOP by Kimberly Fox-Santora 

With their heartfelt generosity and support of the arts, the Easton PTA has funded our membership to the 
HOT (Higher Order Thinking) Schools organization since 1994.  Our membership to this select program 
has afforded us many wonderful and progressive opportunities which include professional development, 
HOT Schools Summer Institute, spring mini-institutes, peer days, and a ten-day teaching artist.  Through 
its programs and services, the HOT Schools organization has connected many Connecticut educators 
through the arts and helped all of us to learn how to integrate the arts across disciplines. 

Recently, students in second grade hosted the SSES K-2 Town meeting that illustrated beautifully how 
students learn in, about, and through the arts.  It wasn’t a big showy production, rather a showcase of 
different subject areas that they had learned using various art forms.  In three of the classes, students 
worked collaboratively with the classroom teacher and music teacher to write songs about the properties 
of matter that they had been studying in science.  In Ms. Barrows’ class, they performed a song about 
solids.  In Ms. Kloeblen’s class, they presented a song about liquids, and in Mrs. Woodford’s class, 
they sang a song about gases and plasma.  In Mrs. Bachelder’s class, students used the visual arts to 
support a reader’s theater experience on a silly book they had been reading called Cinderelli.               
Ms. Lambert’s class had been studying the five senses in homeroom and landscapes in art class, so her 
students were grouped by senses and painted five fall scenes which were inspired by the Picturing 
America paintings.  And Ms. Clark’s class used creative movement to describe each punctuation mark, 
and the audience had to guess which mark was being performed.  Each presentation reinforced for me 
the power of the arts in learning. 

In the weeks ahead, students in kindergarten will work with this year’s HOT Schools teaching artist, 
Rolande Dupree.  A professional puppeteer, Ms. Dupree will collaborate with the five kindergarten 
teachers on a study of character traits.  Using various fables, including Aesop’s Fables, students will 
make their own puppets and use them to perform one of their favorite fables. 

The HOT School philosophy remains part of the bedrock around which this school operates, and I find it 
a pleasure to work alongside such dedicated professionals who seek out opportunities to collaborate in 
artistic endeavors.   Having a shared philosophy about arts integration, strong arts, and democratic 
practice sets us apart from many schools.  We are very privileged to have the support of the Easton PTA 
and parents like you. 

       
 

The Staples Scoop 
 

 



 

   PRE-SCHOOLERS WANTED!  

Samuel Staples Pre-School Is Now Accepting Applications 

For Our 2010-2011 Full Day Programs for 3- And 4-Year Olds  

For more information, please send an email to sbarnard@eastonps.org 
or call (203) 459-9689 

 

 
Bikes and Trikes Needed 
The Samuel Staples pre-school is seeking age-appropriate tri- and bicycles for children ages 3-5 to use 
during recess.  Please, no two-wheelers, but if you have a tricycle, Big Wheel or a small bike with training 
wheels you would like to donate, please contact Stacy Barnard at sbarnard@eastonps.org.  
 
Please Join Ms. Fox-Santora for a Principal’s Coffee 
Wed., Nov. 11 at 9:15 am.  The topic will be the new Learning Disability Guidelines with guest speaker 
Dr. Donna Dekle.  
 
November’s Lunch Menu is Online  
http://www.er9.org/schools/Menus/SSES-November2009Menu.pdf 
 

 

THE PTA SCOOP  

 
Don’t Say We Didn’t Warn You!  Last Call for the Lost & Found 
Lost & Found contents will be donated to charity on Nov. 18th.  Please stop by and check the L&F, it’s located 
next to the Teachers’ Lounge.  
 
What Happens To All Those Labels and Points? 
 

Each BoxTops for Education submitted earns SSES ten cents.  In the past 2 years, SSES has 
received over $3,800 in cash.  If you shop at Box Tops for Education Marketplace, SSES earns 
between 2 to 8% of your purchase.  Remember when shopping for the holidays to go to the 

boxtops4education.com website and help SSES with your purchase. 
 

For each Campbell’s Label for Education, SSES receives points.  In the past, SSES has been 
able to receive from the accumulated points:  Geography Learning Packs, Math Games, Bulk Lego, 
Mag-Neatos pieces, Bulk Markers, Crayons and Color Pencils.  This year with the points we 
received:  Balls, soccer cones, fun buckets, softball throw down bases, bulk chalk, portable ball 

locker. 
 

Every time you purchase designated Education Express items at Big Y with your Express Savings 
Club card, SSES earns points. (Look for this logo on select products.)  With these points we have 
been able to purchase: electric staplers, shredders, die cuts, electric pencil sharpeners.  This year 
we used the points to obtain playground balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, basketballs, footballs, foam 

footballs, soccer balls, and carry nets. 
 

 
New!  Every time you shop with your Stop & Shop card through March 25th, you can earn A+ 
Bonus Bucks points for SSES, for which SSES will receive cash.  (You can track the amount 
at the bottom of your receipt.)  Be sure to register your Stop & Shop card at 
www.stopandshop.com/aplus.  SSES’s ID is 05774.

mailto:sbarnard@eastonps.org
mailto:sbarnard@eastonps.org
http://www.er9.org/schools/Menus/SSES-November2009Menu.pdf
http://boxtops4education.com/
http://www.stopandshop.com/aplus


 
Thanks to all the students who submit their labels and parents who shop at Big Y and Stop & Shop.  We have 
been able to obtain lots of items and cash to benefit SSES! 

Helen Keller Book Fair Runs Nov. 30 – Dec. 7  
The HKMS December Book Fair will be Nov. 30th – Dec. 7th from 8:10 am to 3 pm daily.   Featuring adult and 
juvenile bestsellers, cookbooks, and a fabulous selection of gift books for purchase.   Extended hours are 
Saturday, December 5th, 8-11 AM (during the Pancake Breakfast). 
 
Save the Date:  Easton Winter “Festival Brass” Concert & Holiday Singalong  
On Fri., Dec. 11th, Festival Brass will present an exciting musical ensemble that includes a Grammy-nominated 
French hornist, who is a member of the “Lion King” orchestra on Broadway.  7 pm at SSES. Tickets are $5 and 
reservations will be required as space is limited.  More information will be sent home in a flyer mid-November!   
Your support helps the PTA Enrichment Committee bring quality cultural programs to our schools.  This concert 
is a town-wide event appropriate for all ages. 

 
Don’t Miss “Seussical the Musical” at Joel Barlow High School 

JBHS’ Fall Musical runs Thurs., Nov. 19 – Sat. Nov 21st. For ticketing and information, 
contact Barbara Bloom, bbloom@region9ps.org, or Ian Cieplik at 938.2508 or 
theatre@region9ps.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  
   

 

  
  

The Scoop Scoop 
 

The Scoop is published every other Wednesday (for the most part) during the school year and distributed by   
mail via the Listserv.  To add or change your email information go to www.er9.org/sses/ and click on  

“Join Our Listserv”. 
 

Next issue: Wednesday, Nov. 18th.  Please submit any information – in MS Word format -- by the Saturday 
evening preceding publication.   Questions and submissions to Cathy Dunsby at ssesscoop@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Websites 

www.samuelstaplesps.org 

www.eastonpta.com 

www.er9.org 

 

 

 

mailto:bbloom@region9ps.org
mailto:theatre@region9ps.org
http://www.er9.org/sses/
mailto:ssesscoop@yahoo.com
http://www.er9.org/


 2009 Annual Easton PTA Pie Sale 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

 

The Easton PTA is sponsoring its annual pie sale. The pies are $12 each, delivered frozen 
and taste like homemade! Serve them for Thanksgiving, another festive occasion or give as a 

gift to someone you will visit. Choices are pumpkin, f ruit of the forest, apple, peach, 
blueberry, chocolate cream. Just heat and serve!  

 
Sale dates: Now through November 10th (final deadline) Pick-up date**: Tuesday, 

November 24 th  at the Helen Keller Middle School cafeteria, 360 Sport Hill Road, 2:30 -  5 p. m.  

More order forms are available at school or call Diane Karazulas at 268 -2305 for more information.  

All checks are made to the Easton PTA . 

Proceeds benefit Samuel Staples and Helen Keller student enrichment programs.   

Thank you for your support!   
Ask relatives, friends, and neighbors for support 

======================================  

Name:  ___________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________ Email address: _________________________ 

   ___________________________________________ 

Enclose check payable to: Easton PTA- All pies cost $12.00 
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Total Each Column         

**Pies that are not picked up will be donated to charity  

Bring to either: Helen Keller Middle School or Samuel Staples ATTN: PIE SALE. 

 

 

 

 



        
                                                                   Easton SEPTA Presents  

                                  Gift Card Central 
 
Make your gift shopping easier, while saving time and energy and supporting Easton special 

education!  Gift cards are the perfect gift solution for everyone: nieces and nephews, teachers, bus driver, 
babysitter, mail carrier and everyone in between!   

Below is just a sample of some of the hundreds of gift cards we offer.  Plus, American Express gift cards ς the same 
ones you get at the mall ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ άŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀǾŜs you money!   

We have three order deadlines before holiday break: Nov. 17, Dec. 4 and Dec. 16.  Gift cards will be hand delivered to your 
home, or can be picked up at school.  Each gift card comes with a note that you can include, letting your gift recipient know 
that this gift supported special education. 

" -------------------- " ---------------------" ---------------------" ----------------------" -------------------------" ---------- 
 

RETAIL QTY TOTAL  EATERIES/SUPERMARKETS QTY TOTAL  KIDS LOVE 'EM QTY TOTAL 

Aeropostale $25      Bruegger's Bagels $10      Build-a-Bear Workshop $25     

Banana Republic $25      Chili's Grill & Bar $25      Blockbuster $10     

Bath & Body Works $10      Cold Stone Creamery  $10      Claire's $10     

Bed Bath & Beyond $25      Dunkin' Donuts $10      Disney $25     

Best Buy $25      Olive Garden $25      EB Games $25     

Bloomingdale's $25      Omaha Steaks $25      Game Stop $25     

Champs Sports $25       On the Border $25      Icing $10     

Crate & Barrel $25      Outback Steakhouse $25       iTunes $15     
Dick's Sporting Goods 
$25      Panera Bread $25      Subway $10     

Express $25      Peapod Online Grocery $25      Toys R Us $20     

Foot Locker $25      Ruby Tuesday $25      EVERYONE LOVES 'EM     

Gap $25      Sam's Club $25      Amazon.com $25      

J. Crew $25      Shaw's Supermarket $25      American Express $100     

JCPenney $25      Stop & Shop $25      Starbuck's $10     

Kmart $25      CHILDREN'S STORES      VISA $25     

Kohl's $25      Babies R Us $20      !b5 5hbΩ¢ ChwD9¢     

LL Bean $25      Gymboree $25      CVS $25     

Land's End $25      The Children's Place $25      Hallmark $25     

Lord & Taylor $25      MOVIE THEATERS      Home Depot $25     

Macy's $25      Cineplex Odeon $25      HomeGoods $25     

Marshall's $25      
Loews Cineplex Entertainment 
$25      

Lowe's Home Improvement 
$25     

Old Navy $25      Multiplex Cinemas $25      Mobil $50     

Sears $25      Regal Entertainment $25      OfficeMax $25     

Sports Authority $25      BOOKSTORES      PetSmart $25     

TJ Maxx $25      Barnes & Noble Booksellers $10      Shell $25     

Talbot's $25      Borders $10      Staples $25     

Wal-Mart $25      Waldenbooks $10      Walgreen's $25     

           

      Total Due All Columns:  $ 

Make yƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻΥ ά9ŀǎǘƻƴ {9t¢!έ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {{9{ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘǘƴΥ {9t¢!Φ  Thank you! 

Name ____________________________        Email ____________________________                                                             
Phone: ___________________________  



THE TOWN SCOOP 

ELF’s School Teachers Are Really Special Program 
The Easton Learning Foundation has STARS available to help you recognize those special staff members that make 
a difference every day. Make a tax deductible donation of $5 to $25 and ELF will deliver a beautifully packaged 
cardstock star to you.  Your child can then decorate the star and deliver it to your honoree.  All proceeds benefit 
Easton students and educators by funding teacher grants and cutting edge technology. 
 
STARS will be available during afternoon conference hours at the ELF table in the lobby.  To order a star contact 
Jennifer at 445-0204 or visit our website at http://eastonlearningfoundation.org/stars.html for an order form. 
 
Easton Library Scoop  
Friends of the Easton Public Library asks your support for their annual book sale.  By donating used books and 
shopping the sale, you help in their effort to offset some of the $17,000+ budget reduction that the Easton Library 
suffered this year.  Contact Gail at 203-459-9964 with any questions or for more information on the below:   

 
Easton Library Collecting Used Books from Nov. 7-13 
Friends of the Easton Public Library will be collecting used books for the annual book sale from Saturday, Nov. 
7th until noon on Friday, Nov. 13th, in the library community room during library hours.  They seek both 
hardcover and paperback books in all subjects, plus children’s books, audio books, DVDs, and CDs.  All books 
should be in good to excellent condition with no damaged covers, pencil markings or torn pages.  No textbooks, 
condensed books or magazines please.   
 
Annual Used Book Sale is Nov. 14 & 15  
The annual used book sale will take place on Saturday, Nov. 14th from 9 am to 4 pm and Sunday, Nov. 15th, 
from 11 am to 4 pm.  No admission will be charged on these days.  Friday evening, Nov. 13th is Pick O’ the 
Prose Night when a $10 admission will be charged from 6 – 9 pm.  Admission will be waived for those members 
of Friends who present their Book Sale Postcard.  The sale will include a large selection of hardcover and 
paperback books for adults and children, as well as CD’s, DVD’s, and VHS tapes. Most books will be priced at 
$1-$3 each (there will be some specially priced books).  Fiction will be sorted by author; nonfiction will be sorted 
by category.   

 
ECC Scoop 
Please call 459.9700 to reserve for below: 

o Kidless Shopping Day:  Sat., Nov. 7th, 11 am – 4 pm.  Get a jump on your holiday shopping without prying 
eyes!  Members $35/non-members$45.  

o Breakfast with Santa:  Sat., Dec. 5th, $5 per child.  A Kidless Shopping Day follows.  
 
Lecture on Easton’s Prehistoric History is Thursday, November 12th 
The Easton Historical Society will present a free lecture on Easton’s Prehistoric History from the Paleolithic period 
over 12,000 years ago to the late woodland period on Thursday, Nov. 12th at 7:30 pm in the Easton Library 
Community Room.   The guest speaker is local archeologist and Easton dad David Silverglade, who will speak about 
the town’s native American prehistory and about those who came long before the settlers arrived here in the early 
18th century.  Mr. Silverglade will present an overview of 30 local prehistoric artifact collections and will discuss his 
identification of 54 new prehistoric archeological sites in town.  A trove of Easton artifacts will be on display including 
pottery, ring shards and projectile points.   For more information contact LBurghardt@aol.com or call 459-0881. 
 
Lakewood Trumbull YMCA Spelling Bee 
A Spelling Bee for grades 3-5 will take place Fri., Nov. 20th from 6:30 – 9 pm at the Trumbull Y.   Registration 
deadline is Nov  10th.  Each participant is asked to raise a minimum of $50 in sponsorships to support YMCA’s 
Strong Kids Campaign.  Contact jbackus@cccymca.org for registration info or questions.   

http://eastonlearningfoundation.org/stars.html
mailto:LBurghardt@aol.com
mailto:jbackus@cccymca.org

